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Pictures taken during the Jalsa Salana Germany 2014

(from left to right: Shakoor Bhutta, Dr. A. R. Bhutta, Qazi Nacem Ahm:

(Daniel Garske on duty at the Islam exhibition)

SN
ad, Daniel Garske)
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Article in the newspaper ‘Recklinghduser Zeitung’, August 8 2007
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Article in the newspaper ‘WAZS, December 30 1994
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Article in the newspaper ‘Marler Zeitung’, December 16 1994
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Preface

In October 1970, the World Muslim League
at Mecca passed a resolution which says, among
other things:

That the Ahmadiyya (Qadiani)
group founded by Mirza Ghulam
Ahmad is a group that has veered
far from the Path of Islam by
reasons of certain of its beliefs
and practices which are clearly
contradictory to the well-known view-point
of Islam
Consequent upon this resolution, the gover-
nment of the Royal Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
decided that Ahmadis from all over the world
must not be allowed to perform the annual pilgri-
mage to Mecca and Medina because they were
considered as non-Muslims. This decision was
based on the tradition (hadith) of the Prophet
Muhammadwhichbans non-Muslims from the ho-
lyland. Vide Bukhari 56:176 (Kitab al-Jihad), 58:6
(Kitab al-Jizyah}, 64:83 (Kitab al-Maghazi)
Muslim 32:63 (Kitab al-Jihad); Abu Dawud D:26
(Kitab al-Kharaj); Tirmidhi 19:43 (Kitab al Siyar)
etc.
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In compliance with the government’s deci-
sion, the Saudi Arabian Embassy in Nigeria refu-
sed bluntly in December 1973 to allow Nigenan
Ahmadis to perform the hajj of January 1974. A
hue and cry ensued as a result of this refusal and
many statements and counter-statements were
made in the Nigerian Press. The situation reached
a point where I sincerely felt that the nation nee-
ded necessary information and guidance on the
matter. At this point, there were indications that
certain people aimed at manouvering the situation
into a governmental confrontation between Nige-
ria and Saudi Arabia.

As an Ahmadi then, [ was naturally displea-
sed with the attitude of the Embassy. But as a
University teacher in the field of Arabic and Isla-
mic Studies I considered it a bounden duty to
present the truth based on the knowledge of
Islam, notwithstanding my own side to the dis-

‘pute. Forif the truth as known and understood by

the Muslims should elude the University, from

~where then can we expect to find it?

Consequently, I started to weigh the beliefs
and practices of the Ahmadis against the widely

accepted teachings of Isiam as contained in the
authoritative booksof Islam. I'containedalso the

Ahmadiyya interpretations of certain Islamic
precepts with the orthodox interpretations. I dis-
covered a basic incongruity between Islam and
Ahmadiyya, and also between the Muslims and
the Ahmadis. Then the problem arose in me as to
how to put forward my findings, after having been
a professed and active Ahmadi for over forty
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years. I, eventually, resorted to supplication to
Allah, Most High, for guidance and the courage
with which to follow it.

[ was engagedin Tahajjud /Istikharah prayer
one night when it occurred to me to go straight to.
my desk, immediately after the prayer, and start
writing. I did so, resulting in my article, «The
Ahmadiyya Problem In Nigeria» published in the
(Nigerian) Sunday Times of 20th January, 1974,
Many rejoinders poured forth both in support of,
and 1n opposition to the article. It is significant,
and naturally understandable, however, that all
the oppositions came solely from the rank and file
of the Ahmadiyya (Qadiani) Mission.

The official rejoinder of the Mission was pu-
blished in the Sunday Times of 10th February,
1974 and more fully in the Mission’s newspaper,
the Truth, of Monday 11th February 1974. Subse-
quent rejoinders and correspondence from mem-

bers of the Missions were largely a repetition of
parts of the official rejoinder. A few were even

direct abuse and insult on me. These, however,
counted very little, indeed, with me.

After the spate of rejoinders had subsided, 1
put in another article in the Sunday Sketch of
August 25, 1974 to explain some of the points
raised in the rejoinders. This again gavee rise to
some other rejoinders largely repeating the same
old story. I rounded off the exercise in the Press

with my reasons for renouncing Ahmadiyya,
contained in the Sunday Sketch of September 29,

1974; an exercise the sum total of whichcannot
only be informative and elucidating, but also
academic. [ ...]
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then how do we explain the fact that Jesus Christ

came with a Scripture (the Injil) as believed by all
Muslims, including the Ahmadis themselves?

Does it not follow that Ghu’am should necessarily

bring a Scripture? Otherwise the theory that Ghu-
lam Ahmad followed Muhammad in the Muslim
dispensation in like manner that Jesus Christ fol- .
lowed Moses in the Jewish dispensation will fall

flat. -

(b) The Ahmadis often quote the Prophet
Muhammad as having said that Jesus Christ (i.e.
the ProphetlIsa) would returnto the world as the
Mahdi. They, therefore, claim that Mirza Ghulam
Ahmad is the Mahdi who has come in the spirit of
Jesus Christ. If this is true, then it follows that
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad should also bring his own
Scripture _as_Jesus Christ did; otherwise, the
comparison between the two becomes incon-
gruent. It, therefore, belies the Ahmadiyya belief
that Ghulam Ahmad fulfils the Second Coming of
Jesus Christ.

~ (c) To support the idea of follower-prophet,
theAhmadisquote the hadith credited to the Pro-
phet Muhammad that he said, on the death of his
son Ibrahim, «IfIbrahim had lived, he would have
been a Prophet.» From this hadith, Ahmadis infer
that the Prophet Muhammad hinted at the possi-
ble continnation of prophethood after himself X
But they find it difficult to see the other possible

inference from the same hadith that it was preci-
sely because there would be no other prophet
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after the Prophet Muhammad that God had cau-
sed his sons, incliding Ibrahim, to predecease
him. This is why the Qur’an 33:40, which calls the
Prophet Muhammad the Seal (or Last) of the Pro-
phets, also emphasises the fact that he had no son.
It declares: «Muhammad is not the father of any
of your men; but he is the Messenger of Allah and
the Seal (or Last) of the Prophets, and Allah
knows everything.»
[...]

I think it is high time the Ahmadis made their
stand clear to the world. Are they Muslims, or a
distinct group originating from among the
Muslims? If they are Muslims, then they have to
follow the consensus of Muslim opinion and
abandon the idea of follower-prophethood after
the Prophet Muhammad; co-operate with other
Muslims to stabilise and consolidate Islam. They
are highly needed for this duty; and they can
perform the duty well only by associating with the
other Muslims rather than alienating them
through strange beliefs and practices. If the
Ahmadis are a distinct group and a new forma-
tion, thenlet them stand clear from other Muslims

and declare their identity, so that those who will
embrace Ahmadiyya will know from the start that

they are entering a new religion rather than ha ung
a wrong impression of being Muslimas.

(c) There is no doubt whatsoever that Mirza
Ghulam Ahmad claimed to be a Prophet, even
though flatedly unlike previous Prophets of God
described in the Qur’an. For example, when the
Prophet Muhammad called on people to give him
their oath of allegiance, he did so as the Prophet
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and Messenger of God, see Suratul Fath, i.e.
Chapter 48 of the Qur’an. In the terms of initia-
tion which Ghulam Ahmad claimed to have been
revealed to him by God, on the other hand, there
is no mention of Prophethood in it whatsoever.
This is a very valid point indeed in relation to
Ghulam Ahmad’s claim to prophethood. Since,
however, he made the claims in his books, then it
is only wise and proper that those who do not
believe his prophethood should keep clear of the
name he gave his followers.
[...]

there is also the social ad antage which isno less
important. In point of fact, the Muslim prayer
presents the most constant and regular form of
social contact to the adherents of Islam. By it hey

have the opportunity of meeting one another at
Ieast five times a day at the level of their imme-

diate mosque environments. Then, once a week,
on Fridays, they meet on a larger scale in the
Central Mosque, and again twice a year, on the
occasions of the two Muslim festivals, they met
on still larger scale than hitherto. The hajj finally
pro \des the opportunity for the largest possi He
gathering of Muslims once a year on the plain of
Arafat where the two daily afternoon prayers are
observed together. The social, religious and spiri-
tual opportunities inherent in these gatherings are
better experienced than imagined.

By the Ahmadi doctrine and practice of not
praying behind non-Ahmadi Imams, a wedge is
automatically placed between the general body of
Muslims on the one hand and the Ahmadi
Muslims.on the other.



283

As I have already emphasised, there is no
intension of minimising the contribution which
Ahmadiyya has made to the progress of Islam all

over the world. It has spurred Muslims out of

their lethargy and has encouraged organised
Islam much better than hitherto. It has succeeded
to the extent that other Muslims have borrowed a
leaf from it. All these should bring satisfaction to
the Ahmadis, both the leaders and the followers.
Their success in this way should not, however,
blindfold them to the excesses to which they are
prone as a group within Istam. They should
completely avoid the apparent urge to impose
themsel ws on the universal Islam. If they are
Muslims along with the others, they should rea-
lise that a part cannot make a whole. If they look
forward to becoming a distinct group from the
Muslims, let them honestly declare to the world,
keep to themselves and face the consequences.
Theirs will not be the first separatist movement in
the history of Islam. The Khawarij and the Mu’
tazila had preceded at certain points in history.
God Almighty has promised to protect Islam (Q.
15:9) and He has never failed to keep the promise.

How He will continue to do so is best known to
Himself. In conclusion, may peace be unto those

who follow the guidance. (Q. 20:47) It may inte-
rest my readers to know that before writing this
article I observed the Istikhare prayer specially
for it, and that subsequent to that I never placed
my pen on paper without first praying for God’s
guidance.
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AHMADIYYA-PROBLEM OR
BLESSING?

(An official Reply by the Ahmadiyya Mission
in Nigeria, published in the Truth of Monday
11th February, 1974)

The analysis of Ahmadiyya belief and prac-
tise, done by Dr. Ismail Balogun in his article
«The Ahmadiyya Pro Hem In Nigeria», pu-
blished, in Sunday Times on January 20,1974, is
highly confusing, and misleading for the general
readers who do not know the real stand of Ahma-
diyya,andits pattern of belief. In virtue of the fact
that the article came in the wake of the action of
Saudi Embassy against the members of Ahma-
dlyya Community by putting ban tpon them from
p rformmg the Holy Pilgrimage, and the contro-
‘has now-entered a delicate stage, I deem it

neceSsary to explam the stand of Ahmadiyya, and

‘discuss the points raised against it in the above
menuoned articie. — — - —— -

the internal conflicts of muslims regarding their
religious interpretations, and practices, Secon-
dly, he described that the sole object of his ad ent
was to serve Islam, and to propagate it among the
people of different faiths and to defend it from the
strong attack launched against it by Christianity,
and other irreligious philosophies. He claimed
that it is only Islam which serves the real purpose
of religion, because it guarantees living contact

with God in this very world through Divine reve-
lation and all other faiths are dead in this respect.
He prophesied that in the result of his efforts
which would be carried on after him by his
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community, the message of Islam would, reach
the forecorners of the world, and within the
course of three centuries Islam would gain its
absolute dominance over all otherideologies. The
Community, since the time of its inception, has
been facing strong opposition from the religious
quarters coupled with frequent expressions of
hostilitiesamounting to abusive speeches, physical
assaults, and killings against its members. The
muslim masses are usually misled by self fabrica-
ted, and strange allegations made against Ahma-

dies, on the part of religious Ulema to bias their
minds agamst the community.

Despite this hostile attitude, the Commumty'
has been spreadingin the Muslim world as well as
in the non-Muslim countries, where in the result
of the efforts of Ahmadiyya missioneries a consi-
derable number of Christians, Buddhists and the
people of other faiths have embraced Islam. Buil-
ding of mosques,inEurope,America.andthe Far

- East and translating the Holy Quran in different:

Languages of the world is a spec1al feature of its
activities.

Itis indeed a historical blunder on the part of
the newly-found disciple of the critics of Ahma-
diyya that the late Alhaj L.B. Augusto brought
the Jama’at to Nigeria. It is true that the mission
started in 1916 but the credit of pioneering is due
to all members and office-bearers of the Muslim
Literary Society whose president and Secretary
were Late. L.B. Augusto and Alhaj B.A. Fani-
mokun, who is still an Ahmadi till today. It was

[...]
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«The Mahdi who will appear in the later
days, will be subordinate to the laws and Shariah
of the Holy Prophet (SAW), and in respect of his
extent of knowledge and in his position, all the
prophets and Walees will be below him. (P. 25, 53)

When as a matter of principle all the Muslims
believe the same thing about the Promised Mes-
siah and Mahdi, then how can the stand of Ahma-
diyyabe criticised, and why should it be called an
excessive trend ? There are two things which
make the status of the Promised Messiah and
Mahdi, higher than the others. First, being a spiri-
tual son of the Holy Prophet (SAW) he perfectly
reflects the spiritual excellence of the Holy Pro-
phet (SAW)whois at the highest point of spiritual
progress. Secondly, the scope of his mission is to
propagate Islam throughout the world, as the Ha-
dith mentions that all religions will die away in his
‘age (Abu Daud Kitabul Malahim) No prophet be-
fore the Holy Prophet (SAW) was ever comman-
ded to address the whole world. The Hadith des-
cribes that the Promised Messiah would face Daj-

jalic forces and disorder, which would be so
strong that all the prophets have warned against it
( TIRMIDHI) Is it possible that the threat of such
a disorder be greater than that faced by any pro-
phet before the Holy Prophet (SAW), but the
person to face it, be lower in rank than ali of
them ? The Holy Quran describes the Ummah of
the Holy Prophet (SAW) to be the best of all. (3 :
111). The Holy Prophet (SAW) describes the
learned Ulema of his Ummah to be similar to the
Prophets of Bani Israel. When the learned Ulema
and scholars are ranked with the previous pro-
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phets, why can not the Promised Messiah be ran-
ked above them ? This is definitely not an exces-
sive trend.

This is the reality of the criticism done by Dr.
Balogun, on the sermon of the Head of Ahma-
diyya Community. I can only say that a very
shallow depth of knowledge, and religious under-
standing is vistble through his criticism, and by
doing so, he has committed, intellectual, moral
and spiritual suicide, which is very fatal indeed.

I can not help wondering over the confused
thinking of the writer about the role played by
Ahmadiyya, and then drawing a false conclusion
from it... '

The writer remarks :
(1) «Ahmadies. believe in -and ‘doggedly fol-
low the Prophet Mohammad (SAW) without any
shadow of doubt whatsoever».

(2) Ahmadiyya has brought a better organisa-
tion in Nigeria, there is no doubt whatsoever. \

(3) They are in the forefront among the
muslims all over the world in propagating Islam,
there is no doubt.

(4) It has spurred muslims out of their: le-
thargy and has encouraged organised [slam much

‘better than hitherto.

In the perspective of these *doubtless’ reali
ties, the author concludes :

«The majority of the Muslims will be justified
to declare all those who hear the name 'Ahma-
diyya’ as outside the abode of Islam».
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He also preédicts

«Ahmadiyyais either.going t6 fade away and
remain only in history books, orend up in another
religion distinct from Islam.»

I leave it for the readers to comment that how
far the above mentioned four facts justify the
conclusion and prediction of the author. There
have been many who wished and predicted so,
and they themselves have faded away in history,
and Ahmadiyyais on the way of progress. Has not
the time come for the people to know that the
message of Ahmadiyya is a great blessing for
them ? Peace be on them who follow the gui-
dance.

N.B. The rejoinder above has been faithfully co-

pied as contained in the newspaper in which it was

published, without any emendation whatsoever.
1.AB.B.
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ISLAM VS AHMADIYYA
What It Is All About

by
Dr. Ismail Balogum
"~ University of Ibadan.

(publlshed in the Sunday Sketch ngerla on
25th August, 1974).

There is currently a universal upsurge
agzinst the followers of MirzaGhulamAhmad of
India who, before his death in 1908, distinguished
himself and his adherents with the name Ahma-
diyya.

The upsurge is principally among the
muslims who consider that the Ahmadis are steal-
thily trying to usurp their right in the name of
Islam.

The struggle is paramount in the Islamic Re-
public of Pakistan because it 1s there, more.than
anywhere else, that the Ahmadiyya pinch is most
areatly felt since it affects them not only reli-

giously but also politically. -

This directive was not meant to serve as reli-
gious intolerance ; rather its aim was to protect

the interest of Islam which has always been the
state religion of Pakistan.

One or two comparisons will suffice here in
order to make the situation clearer. For example,
the monarch of Great Britain is not only the Head
of State but also the Defender of the Christian
Faith.

Even if the country’s constitution does not
specifically stipulate that the monarch must
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always be a Christian, his/her function as the
Defender of the Christian Faith automatically,
and understandably, requires that the Head of the
State of Great Britain must necessarily be a Chris-
tian.

The State of India can serve as another
example. It may be argued that a muslim has at
one time or another been the President of that

country even though the vast majority of the po-
pulation have always been Hindu.

That notwithstanding, the fact must be realt-
sed that ultimate power in India does not lie with
the President, but with the Prime Minister who
has always been a Hindu since independence.

The constitutional requirement of Pakistan
that the highest political post should be filled by a
muslim does not also mean that non-muslims in
the country are down-trodden. On the contrary,
baring the proviso already explained, they have
equal rights with their muslim fellow citizens.

In order to sustain the proviso, however, the
adherents of religions other than Islam, who live
in the country are registered as minority groups
for political purposes, such as electing the Prime
Minister. '

Such grouping does not affect them adver-
sely whatsoover in their social or economic

rights.

It was, indeed, in order to safeguard the pro-
viso also that Pakistani muslims have ever since
the country’s independence cried out to their go-
vernment that Ahmadiya should be declared a
minority religion, and that the Ahmadis should be
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récognised as belonging to the minority groups

from among whom neither Prime Minister nor
President can be elected.

This is because the vast majority of muslims
all over the world do not recognise Ahmadiyya as
part of Islam, and the Ahmadis as muslims. Let us
consider the arguments for and against this stand
of the world muslims against the Ahmadis.

In this exercise, my aim is to shed further
light on the problem posed by Ahmadiyya, parti-
cularly in this country, because it is not unlikely

‘that our law courts may eventually have to be

called upon to settle a case which-may arise from
the problem. It will be necessary for the deciding
judge (a) to be familiar with the full facts of
Ahmadiyya.Moreover, certain interested people
have been trying to impute motives and por-
traying the problem as political interference of
one country with the peace among the Muslims of
Nigeria. This is certainly not so. The fact that
Ahmadiyyapresents a universal problem to all the
Muslims of the world rules out such a political
interference. It is, therefore, necessary also for
the rulers of Nigeria to know the facts' in good
time. '

My article entitled « The Ahmadiyya Problem
In Nigeria» published in the Sunday Times of 20th
January, 1974 sparked off some controversy on
the subject. Some members of the Ahmadiyya
Mission in Nigeria went all out to defend their
stand as against the overwhelming majority views
of the Muslims. Their retorts were largely pu-
blished in their weekly newspaper, the Truth, a
few appeared in the Sunday Times, and one
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which cunningly assumed the apparent role of a
peacemaker appeared in the Sunday Sketch

(17/3/74). The official replies of the Mission ap-

peared both in the Sunday Times of 10th Fe-
bruary, 1974 and in the Truth of Monday 11th
February, 1974, By and large, all the subsequent
retorts of the individual members of the Mission
were simply repetitions of different aspects of the
official reply. Consequently, the official reply
gave out practically all the most important points
considered to be in support of the Ahmadiyya
stand. It is, therefore, necessary to treat the
points one after the other, because the Mission
has only tried to blindfold the people with their

arguments.

1. Khatamun-nabiyyin: The first important
point raised by the Ahmadiyya Mission is the
explanation of the expression Khatamun-
nabiyyin as used for the Prophet Muhammad in Q.
33 :40. The argument says : Mufridat Raghib, an
authentic dictionary of Qur’anic vocabulary ex-.
plains the word as follows :

«Khatam (Seal) is derived from Khatm. It
has two fold meaningsi.e. (1) to make impression
or imprint, just as the impression made by a seal,
and (2) the imprint such formed by a stamp. (This
is the basic meaning of the word).

Sometimes, it signifies the prevention or pro-
tection from something derived from the seal over
books, and chapters (which protects what is in
writing). '

Sometimes, the meaning 'to reach the end of
the thing’, are also derived from it.»

[...]
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islam vs ahmadiyya
this is mere diversion

says Dr. A. R. Bhutta.
(published in the Sunday Sketch, Nigeria on

8th September, 1974)

Once again, Dr. Ismail Balogun has come out
(Sunday Sketch on August 25, 1974) to criticise
Ahmadiyya in wake of another persecution which
they are facing this time in Pakistan.

One would have expected the writ! er to say
something against the show of force in religion,
but instead, he has tried to divert the public atten-
tion from the inhuman treatment which is being
shown to Ahmadis currently, and has, infact,
supported and encouraged this persecution, by
accusing that Ahmadies are «usurping the rights
of muslims.»

Itis the basichumanrights that Ahmadies are
fighting for and one can only be grateful to the
learned writer for not suggesting that Ahmadies
are «usurping the rights of mankind» in the name

of human-beings. Otherwise «no intolerance» is

intended against them.

Ithas beenalledged that Ahmadies misinter-
pret and twist the meaning of some verses of Holy
Quran, so as‘to suit their view point but no
convincing evidence has been given in this res-
pect.

All that the writer could say was that «The
Messenger» has been translated as «this messen-
ger» while he agrees that the messenger referred
to in both cases is specifically the same holy pro-
phet of istam.
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So where is the misinterpretation and what is.
the. twist ? No one knows better than him that
"Alif-Lam’ added to the word «Rassool» in the
verse (4 :70) is meant to specify the messenger
and in English this purpose of specification can be
served better by translating it as’this messenger»,
than as «the messenger».

Nevertheless, itis heartening to note that the
learned scholar has encouraged an intelligent ap-
proach to the verses in the light of authentic
commentaries and teachings of Islamic scholars
of the past.-

Let us examine these verses in this light and
see who is deviating from the path of these divi-
nes': . :

(1) The principal controversial point between
’Ahmadi’ and "non-Ahmadi’ muslims is the inter-
pretation of term ’Khatamun-Nabiyyin». Ahma-
dis say that it means a prophet that is perfect,
supreme and at the highest and last stage of "ex-
cellence’ while other muslims insist that it means
- prophet that comes last of all or "at the end’ in
respect of time. |

It may be noted that the word ’last’, is used
sometimes to mean *supreme’ or “highest’, just as
supreme court’ maybe called the 'last’ court of
appeal, or a customer may offer the "last price’ for
an article, meaning the "highest price’ he will pay.

In this sense, Ahmadis agree that the term
may mean ’'last’ thatis, ‘supreme’ and "highest in

Tank’, but they do not agree that it means ‘last’ in

respect of time, as is believed by other muslims.
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Let us now try to know what the term really
means and find out what God actually wanted to
tell  «mankind when He gave this 'title’ to the
holy prophet.

Needless to say we should find the facts and
face them them without caring which side is sup-
ported by the facts.

The term 'Khatamun-Nabiyyin’ is a combi-
nation of two words 'Khatam' (Seal) and Na-

biyyin (prophets). We know that when two words
join together to make a phrase, they do not neces-
sarily give their literal meaning.

«IBNE’ means “son’ and 'SABEEL’ means
‘way’, but when the two join together to make the
term 'IBNE-SABEEL’ it does not mean "son of
the way’ ; it means 'traveller’.

The real sense of the phrase is determined by
grammar, by its usage in language and by the
context in which it is used. This fact is too
common in every language and too well known to
every educated person, to need any further elabo-
ration.

We also agree on this obvious fact that the
term 'Khatamun-Nabiyyin® has been used in
praise of the holy prohet and grammatically it is
*Mupakabe Ezafi’ (co mpound phrase) :’Khatam’
is 'Muzaf’ and Nabiyyin’ is *Muzaf eleh’.

Now it is an established and unchangeable
rule of arabic grammar and language that when
word 'Khatam’ is used in praise of a person, and
its combining word (Muzaf-Eleh} is a *group of
talented people’ (like 'poets’ teachers, investiga-
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tor’) it never means 'the last’ or ’at the end’ in
respect of time.

It always means that the person called’ Kha-
tam’ is 'perfect’, *supreme’ and top-most in that
group of talented people. The islamic literature is
full of such instances and NOT A SINGLE,
example can be cited against this rule.

To quote some - Khatamu-Shura’ (k‘hatam
of poets) never means last or. end of poets, it
means the top-most and perfect poet.

KHATAMU - MUFASAREEN>» ('Khatam®’
of commentators) never means the end or last-
born commentator, it only means the best and
perfect of all commentators.

Similarly, the word "Khatam’ has been used
with many other groups of talented people like,
’Muhagageen’ (investigators), 'Muhadaseen’
(reporters) «Hukkaam» (officers), *mualameen’
(teachers) and "Auliyya’' (friends of God).

In none of these phrases "Khatam™ means
'the end’ or 'last-born’ ; it only means the best,
perfect and supreme of all in that particutar talent
which belongs to the group.

It may be noted that when "Khatam is not
used in praise of a person, and its’ Muzaf-eleh :
(combining word) is not a 'group of talented peo-
ple’ thenit does mean ‘last’ or "end’, in respect of
time. Because in that case it is used not to Praise
thc: person for any talent, but as a mere statement
of a fact.

For example 'Khatamul-Aulad’ (Khatam of
sons) will mean last-born, because 'to be born’ is
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not a "talent’ and the term is used not to praise the
boy but:merely to point out the fact that he is the
youngest son.

‘Again, term 'Khatamul-Muhajireen’, (Kha-
tam of migrators) will mean 'last one to migrate
because, *to migrate’ is not a talent, nor is the
term used to praise the last migrator.

But, as I have mentioned above when the
termis used in praise of a person’, and the combi-
ning words (Muzaf-eleh) is a "group of talented
people’, it never means the 'last one’ or "the end’
in repect of time : it always means that he is the
best, perfect and has excelled others in that parti-
cular talent and has reached the last and the
highest grade of excellence.

Inlight of the above mentioned facts, the real
meaning of ' Khatamun-Nabiyyin’, therefore, can
only be the perfect, "supreme’ chief and most
excellent of all the prophets, and not the "last one’
in respect of time. '

The title clearly shows that the holy prophet
is chief of all the prophets that appeared before
him and that no prophet superior or greater than
him can ever appear after, but appearance of Pro-
phet Junior and subordinate to the holy prophet is
not centrary to the title.

The above meanings of "Khatam' are also
supported not only by well known scholars of
Islam but.also by holy prophet himself.

The holy prophet is reported to have said to
Hazarat Al that : «O ! Ali you are 'Khatamul-

Auliyya’ just as I am ’‘Khatamul-Anbiyya’ :
(Tafseer-Safi P. 11I)
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Here, the holy prophet could not be telling
Ali, that he was the 'last’ "Wali' and there could
be no 'Wali' after him. The saying could only
mean that Ali was a perfect and "supreme’ 'Wali’
just as the holy prophet was the perfect and su-
preme 'Nabi’.

Again, the holy prophet says : «]l amthe chief
of prophets who are before me and after me»
(Delmi)

This is exactly what the title means : Hazarat
Ayesha, the holy wife of the holy prophet advises
us that : «Say that he is seal of prophets but say
not that there is no prophet after him». (Durre-
Manthur vol. 5. P. 104 also) (Takmila Majmaal
Bihar, Vol. 4 P. 85.)

. Now, if ' Khatam of prophets means the “last’
prophet and there could not be any prophet after
him then why not say so ? '

- Hazrat Sheikh Mohyuddin Ibne Arabi (died
638 Hijra) say : «The prophethood that was ter-

minated with the person of pr;het:@faA-ll(ah was no.
other than the law bearing prophethood and not
the prophethood itself.» (Futuhot-e-Makkia vol.
2P 3)

Hazrat Sheikh Ahmad Sarhindi (died 1034)
Mujadded Alaf Sani, regarded by many as the
greatest reformer before the advent of promised
messiah says : «Attainment of the rank of prophe-
thood, by his followers in the way of Allegiance
and as legacy after the advent of the
*Khatamun-Nabiyyin ('seal of prophets’) does’
not contravene his finality .» (Maktoobat vol. 1. P.
432))
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Hazrat Shah Waliula Muhaddis (died 1176
Hijra) A great reformer in Islam says : «Prophets
ended with him in such a way that there shall not
be after him one whom Allah the holy, invests
with Law.» (Tafhimat-i llahiyya vol. 2. P. 72).

Hazrat Mauivi Muhammad Qasim Navotovi
(Died 1297 Hijra) says : «If a prophet appeared
after the holy prophet it would in no way affect his
finality». (Tahzirunnas, P. 28).

Imam Fakhar-Uddin Hazi (died 606 Hijra)
writes @ «[t is essential for a 'Khatam’ to be Su-
preme. L.ook ! Just as our holy prophet was de-
clared ‘'supreme’ on account of being
"Khatamun-Nabiyyin® so is 'the man’ declared
supreme on account of being *Khatam' of all the

physical creatures». (Tafseer-e-Kabeer vol, 6 P.
31y

Allama Ibne-Khaldoon (died 809 Hijra), wri-
tes: «The perfect, "Wali’ is declared as
"Khatamul-Auliyya’, that is one who receives
that stage, which is the extreme of "willayat’. Just
as Hazrat Khatamul-Anbiyya received thatexcel-
lent stage which is the extreme of prophethood.»
(Muqadama Ibne-Khaldoon P. 271, 272 Egypt).

«He (i.e. holy prophet) has been declared
khatam (i.e. the seal for he had no peer in virtue
before him nor shall there be one after him».
(Musnavi Rumi, vol. 6. P.§) '

Hazrat Imam Shirani (died 972) says : «The
statement,., "there shall be no prophet after me’
simply means that there shall be no such prophet
after him as bears a new law». (Al'y-wageet-wal-
Jawahir vol. 2. P. 2.).
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- Allama Zurgani (died in 1122 A.H.) in *Sha-
rah Ma Waibul Lodunnia, L (vol. II, page 163) ;
writes that the word Khatam means. perfection
and an adornment. L

The above references are too clear to need
any explanation and explain the real meéaning of -
Khatamun-Nabiyyin beyond any shadow of
doubt as understood by scholars of Islam, that
lived in the past

= Let us however have a look on the verse
33 :30 which reads : «Muhammad is not the fa-

ther of any of your men ; but he is the messenger
of Allah and the seal of the prophets, and Allah
knows everything.»

The use of of the word ’but’ in the verse is
noteworthy, But’ is used to join two sentences
and it always serves 'to remove any doubt or
objection that may possibly arise from the first
sentence.”

If we interpret the "seal of prophets’ as 'last
prophet’ the information given in the verse can be
briefed as follow *Muhammad is not the father of
any son but he is the last of prophets. '

’Muhammad has no son after him but he has
no prophet after him,

Read the above sentences again and see that
the use of "but’ is absolutely wrong becduse both
parts of eachSentence have sornethmg negativein
them.

- Inall these sentences, use of *but’ demands
that if there is anything 'negative’ in the first

. statement, the other statement should contam

something positive or vice versa.
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If certain fact is denied in the first statement,
the use of but’ demands that this denial, should
be compensated by acknowledging some similar
fact in the other statement.

Now let us suppose that the seal of prophets’
‘means supreme, chief, head and top-most pro-
phet, and read the same sentences again ; Mu-
hammad is not the father of any son but he is
father (head) of prophets :

Or Muhammad is at the end of his lineage but
he is at the top of the prophets, or Muhammad has
no sons after him but he has prophets as ’sons’
after him.

The use of«But»is absolutely correct in these
sentences because the doubt that arises by de-
nying one fact in the first statement has been
removed by acknowledging some similar or even
better fact in the other statement.

It may be remembered that a prophet is the
father of his followers and the wives of the pro- .
phets are 'mothers’ of the followers, as stated by
Quran,

With this fact in view, read the verse again
and see that when God said : «Muhammad is not
father of any man». He denied the physical 'fa-
therhood,” but He compensated this loss with a
big 'but’ that he is «Father of a nation» as mes-
senger of Allah and ’father of prophets’as a "seal
of prophets.’

The 'seal’ here could never mear the 'last, it
can only mean 'the seal’ which ’issues’ some-
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thing, because it is the physical ’issues’ of the
prophet that are denied in the first part of the
verse : the second part, therefore, must necessa-
rily acknowledge the existence of spiritual isspes,

Therefore, what God really wants to tell

mankind is, that although, Muhammad is not the
father of any man (and has no physical son) but he

is the "father of a nation’ (and has spiritual
sons) and above all he is the «father of prophets»
thus having prophets as his spiritual sons.

Please, note that every prophet is the father
of his followers and the words «messenger of
Allah» in the verse made the holy prophet only
the 'father of his followers’ in common with other
prophets. It is the next term ’seal of prophets’

‘which exalted him above all as «father of pro-

phets», or as 'issuer’ of prophets.

= The other verse (4 :70) of the Holy Quran
also supports this meaning of the ’seal of the
prophets’. It tells us that the obedience of God
and the holy prophet, will enable his followers to
be with the «blessed people» which are prophets,
truthfuls the *martyrs’ and «the righteous».

The company of «blessed people» can only
mean that the followers of Islam be blessed with
these four ranks. If we suppose that it only means
the physical company and not in rank, then we
will have to believe that no muslim can even attain
the rank of ’truthfuls’ *martyrs and ’righteous
people’. and this obviously is ridiculous.

Whatever the interpretation of ’company’ we
make, it willapply to all the four groups alike. If
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we deprive the followers of Isiam from the rank of
prophets we will have to deprive them from the
other three ranks also and if we give them the
three ranks of *truthfuls’ *martyrs’ and righteous,
the fourth rank of prophets will also become at--
tainable, because the word 'company’ applies to
all the four groups alike.

This is what the great 'Imam Raghib’ has said
while explaining this verse. He says : «Similarly,

one who follows Allah and the holy prophet and
gets the rank of a prophet,Allah will include him

in the group of prophets and one who gets the

rank truthful Allah will include him in group of
truthfuls. -
(Al Behrul --Momeet vol III P . 287 as quoted by

ABU Hayyan).

Let us read these verses with this explana-
tion in mind, may be we will understand : why
Muha_mmad is the top-most and supreme prophet,
why he was telling that prophets can appear after
him and why all the scholars and saints of islam
that lived the past, agreed that the followers-
prophets can come after him.

The following reference may explain further.

Maulanas Muhammad Qasim Nanautovi
(born in 1248, and died in 1297 A.H.) was the
founder of Deoband. He says : «The common
people think that the holy prophet was Khatam in-
the sense that he came after the old prophets and
heis the lastin point of time, but it will be clear to
men of understanding that coming first or last in
point of time is in itself no excellence».

The holy prophet is not possessed of the
fatherhood of any maninits general sense but the
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[...]
spiritual fatherhood of followers as well asafaro-
phets does belong to him» . (TahzirOunOnas page
3 and 10).
I have discussed above the meaning of verse
33 :30 and 4 :70 [ have quoted the references of
the most respected scholars of Islam that lived in
the past and I have not quoted a single sentence
from Ahmadiyya Literature.
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DR.BALOGUN HASN’T SAID
ANYTHING NEW

Says M.A. Taiwo

(Published in the Sunday Sketch, Nigeria,
' on 8th September, 1974

" The article of Dr. Ismail Balogun on Islam vs
Ahmadiyya which appeared in the SUNDAY
SKETCH of August 25 is like the Richards
Constitution, the same old beer in a new bottle,
for, it adds no new revelation to his January20,
1974 epistle to the muslims.

That we have been able to read him once

again, and possibly still more on the topic is not
beyond expectation.

At the onset, Dr. Balogun refers to the word
«khattam» seal , and says that the interpretation
being giventoitby the Ahmadis is contrary to the
view of the author of Mufridat al-Raghib-a dictio-
nary of Quranic Vocabulary.

The heart of the matter, however, is that the
author of the dictionary in question having stated
the different meanings of the word (as Dr. Balo-
gun has rightly pointed out) went further to expa-
triate that there were two categories of pro-

phets — thelaw-bearers and the non law-bearing
ones.

It is the former categories which the author
says the word «khattam»«seal», applies to; and
this he says terminated by the ad went of prophet
Muhammad while the latter categories, the author
maintains would continue till the end of time.
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"It may interest readers to know at this junc-

ture that it took myself and Dr. Balogun almost
three hours to peruse that portion of the

dictionary in his ottice on one Saturday and we
were both satisfied with the comentary of the
author as afore mentioned.

_But in a bid to intrigue the judges whom he
says he was trying to enlighten with his article,
Dr. Balogun kept a sealed lip on the whole com-
mentary of the author as regards the categories of
prophets to whom the word may or may not ap-
ply. .

One will observe also that in order to arouse
the gullibility of the muslim world, Dr. Balogun
has all along been clinging only to the doctrine of
finality of prophethood but logically glossed over
another important aspect of the case which he
knows too welll thatif faithfully dealt with can -
open the shelter on some peoples’ eyes.

For example, the Ahmadis maintain that
ALL the authentic Hadiths of Prophet Muham-
mad foretell the second coming of Prophet Isa and
the coming of Mahdi at the latter part of the Day.

Whether Dr. Balogun and other muslims be-
lieve Ghulam Ahmad to be the fulfilment of these
prophecies ;13 not the question, but he should have
done the muslims a world of favour if he has,
among other things explained: whether or not he

believes in these hadiths regarding the second

ad ent of Prophet Isa (Jesus). If his answer is yes,
he should tell us when; and why Prophet Isa
should have come after Prophet Muhammadwhen
god has already said in the Quran that the (Mu-
hammad) is the last prophet.
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If Prophet Isa is to reappear in the world
would he have to be derogated of the title of
prophethood and become Mr. Isa? -

If one can succeed deceiving the people into
believing that there will be no other prophet after
Muhammiad, no amount of trickery can convince
them to discard the hope of seeing prophet [saand
Mahdi at the close of the Hour.

- God addressed all mankind through Prophet
Muhammad in Quran 7:36; saying: «O children of
Adam! if messengers come to you from among
yoursel s, rehearsing my signs unto you, then
who so shall fear God and do good deeds, on them
shall come no fear nor shall they grieve.» Here,
God bade Prophet Muhammad to assure humani-
ties that messengers would unceasingly be
coming to them, which; in other words; means
word; means prophets.

But Dr. Balogun did not tell us whether this
revelation iS’meant for the dead or the subsequent
generation after Muhammad.

[...]

To bring my readers into certainty, I'll now
quote from a speech he delivered at the Ahmadi
Youth Conference in October, 1972, He (Dr. Ba-
logun) said: «It may be pointed out with all humi-
lity and modesty that the explanations given by
Ahmadiyyat concerning the teachings of Islam
are increasingly being acceptable to the enlighte-
ned and well educated muslims — whether young
orelderly;even though some fanatic muslims still
brood even the existence of Ahmadiyya in the
world.» |
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«Already. attempts are being made by cer-
tain elements in the country to oppose Ahma-
diyya here as had been done elsewhere in the
world. Such opponents of Ahmadiyya here
should reflect and learn a lesson from what their
predecessors in the opposition hud suftered.

« They should realise thatatree that has been
“planted by God can never be uprooted by any man

however mighty he might be. If they carry out any
plot, perhaps that is God's plan by which the
Nigerian Ahmadis should come together. Man
proposes while God disposes. He will certainly
not abandon those who continue to struggle righ-
tly in His way» -(Sure!!!) parenthesis mine.

-How a person can be a bearer of this type of
revelation and at the same time be the victim of it
leaves much to be desired!

On the whole, | should only like to remind
here, inconsequence. the fact that we have repea-
tedly been appealing to whoever has any axe to
grind 1o meet us at a public debate whereby we
could be able to invite the Press and the Public.
Some have ventured an answer to this challenge
only to cancel it on the eve of the appointed day.

My praver is that Allah may grant our critics
the courage to come out and have their say rather
than a merenewspaper campaign which ¢annot
benefit millions of illiterate muslimsiof thiscountry.

[...]
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WHY I RENOUNCED AHMADIYYA

By Dr. 1.A.B. Balogun
(Published in the Sunday Sketch, Nigeria on
29 th September, 1974.)

In his rejoinder (SUNDAY SKETCH, SEP-
TEMBER 8,1974) to my article, on ’Islam vs
Ahmadiyya’, Mr. M. A. Taiwo reports an address
which I gave to the Ahmadiyya Youth Confe-
rence in October 1972, he wonders «<Howa person
can be a bearer of this type of revelation and at the
same time be the victim of it.»

In point of fact, subsequent to my critical
articles on Ahmadiyya, a number of well-meaning
people have wondered why I criticised the mis-
sion, into which I was born and bred, in public.

Some also queried why I had to wait until
after the age of 40 before I made my views on
ahmadiyya known. These are pertinent questions
for which an answer is desirable.

[...]

- "It is only by going to the source references
and reading what the Ahmadis had quoted wi-
thin context in which they are set that the reader,
and the seeker after truth, will realise how much
the Pakistani Ahmadiyya missionaries try to de-
ceive the world. _

In my last articte, I called attention to how

Raghib’s MEFRADAT... an authentic dictionary

of the Qur’an had been dishonestly quoted out of
context.

It should be noted that DR. Bhutta did not
contradict me on this point. On the contrary he
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avoided the point and jumped to another part of
my exposition only to fumble on Arabic grammar.

If he still insists that « Alif-Lam» (the definite
article) is translatable into «this» in 'the English
language, then he certainly needs some more tu-
toring in the Arabic language. :

To the layman, the copious references made
by Dr. Bhutta in his rejoinder appear impressive.
But to the trained Islamic scholar, a systematic
analysis of the references shows that they are
either quoted out of context or many of them are

This is also true of the references made in the
official Ahmadiyya rejoinder to my first article
(vidle THE TRUTH, Monday, February 11,
1974).

For example, an often-quoted «tradition» by
the Ahadis in support of Ghulam Ahmad’s claim
to prophethood is that Aisha the wife of the Pro-
phet Muhammad (S.A.W.) says: «Say that he is
seal of prophets  but say not that there is no
prophet after him.»

* The two references always made for this
quotation are Durre-Manthur, vol.5, P. 104: and
also Takmila Majmaal Bihar, vol. 4P. 85.

It should be pointed out that these references

are not the universally accepted references on the
sayings of the Prophet and his companions.

For the benefit of my readers, there are six
universally recognised authentic books of hadith,
and three others which have gained widely accep-
ted reputation for one reason or another.
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The first six authentic authors are Bukhari,
Muslim, Abu Lawud, Ibn Maja, Tirmidhi and
Nasai. The next three books are Muwatta’ of
Malik b. Anas, Musnad of Ahmad b Hanbal and
an anthology of all the fore-going contained in
Mishkat al-Masabih.

TRADITIONS

There is nowhere in the Muslim world in
which these books are not known and revered as

important books of traditions in Islam. The first
two of them, Bukhari and Muslim, are the most

1mportant books in Islam after the Qur’an.

All other books of Hadith are either extracts
from some or all of the listed books, or commen-
tairies and glossarles on oné or another of the
books.

~ It must be noted that of all references made
by Dr. Bhutta to the Prophet and his wife, none is
taken from any of the universally recoignised
books of hadith.

Anyway, even though the’ supposed hadlth
form Aisha is worthless
has become rather high in the estimation of the
Ahmadis, let us consider the weight of authentic
traditions against it. It should be remembered that
the Ahmadis quote the «hadith» in order to prove
that Khatamun- nabnyym does not mean the last of
the prophets in respect of time.

v Tn conveying the meaning of this term, the
Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W.) gave an illustra--
tion as follows as contained in Muslim, Fadail: 26.
« The similitude of me and the Prophets is like that



312

of aman whobuilta house, completed and perfec-
ted it; except for the place of a brick. People were
entering it and wondering about it saying: « Were

it notfor the place of the brick’. The Messenger of

God (S.A.W.) says: «] am the place of the brick. I
came and I put an end to the Prophets.»

A similar hadith is contained in Bukhari, Ma-
naqib: 18. So alsoit isin Tirmidhi, and Musnad of
Ahmad B. Hanbal.

Another section of Bukhari indicates, on the
Prophet’s authority, that the only characteristic
of prophethood that remains after him is good
dream.

[...]
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THE TPUTH Friday Novembér 9, 1979.

Savior of the world
Jesus or Mohammad?

Recently the editor of the “Spiritual News®, Mushin Lagos, has invited the readers to express their views
on the above topic. The subject is not only important for the Muslims and the Christians but for all the
people of the world. Accordingly Dr. A. R. Bhutta, a well-versed scholar on the comparative studies of
the religions, has expressed his views on the subject and already published in the Spiritual News. We

Page 3

reproduce it for wider publicity.

In your issue of 23rd-25%th
August, 1979, members of the
public have been invited to
expresas their opinion if Maha-
mmed, like Jesus, can save his
followers and lead them to
oternal life. [t has also been
said that Mohammad was not a
true Prophet as Jesus was the
end of the prophets, 1 would
like to express my views on this
very important topic and hope
you will publish my views for
the information of your readers.

(1

The basic point in this res-
pect is, who, out of Jesus and
Muhammad, claimed to have
been sent by God for the salva-
tion of the whole world? {f one
or both of them have any such
claim, then we can go on to
examineg that claim. But if any-
one of them does not have any
such claim, then he will be sup-
pased to have withdrawn from
contest and there can be no
comparison between the two.
Before we look for the claims of
Jesus and Mohammad, we
should remember that claim
has to come from the claimant
himself and witnesses are sup-
Jposed to support that claim. {f
there is no claim then al! the
witnesses will - simply be use-
less no matter how great their

number and how high their
rank. .

Now if we go through the bible
we discover that Jesus NEVER
claimed that he or his mission
was for the whole MANKIND.
He, on the other hand, cate-
gorically dectared thast he had
been sent only for a particular
nation called Israel and he spe-
cifically ordered his followers to
cenfine their preaching to that
nation only. It is also ¢lear from
the bible that his disciples did
actually preach to that parti-
culaf group of people only. The
following references from the
bible will bear me out:

{A)

Matthew 15:23-26 mentions
the declaration of Jesus that he
had been sent only 1o the lost
sheep of the house of Israel} He
was so strict in keeping the
limits of his mission that he
refused to make an exception
aven for a poor non-lsraeli
woman. And when at last he
did agree to help her, he did so
only after he had made it clear
to his disciples that he was
favouring her as we "feed our
dogs’ . Jesus declared israel as
his children and the Gentiles as
dogs. Math, 7:6 is another
instance where Jesus has
declared the Gentiles as dogs
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and swine and has advisad that
his teachings (pearls) should
not be preached 16 other
nations.

(B)

In Matthew 10:5-7, Jesus has
ordered his discipies to go out
into the werld fand preach the
Gospel but advised them that
they should “ge nowhere
among the Gentiles and enter
no town of Samaritans but
rather go to the lost sheep of
house of Israsl. It is, therefore,
clear that the message and
mission of Jesus was meant
only for lsrael and it was
advised not to preach the
Gospel to others.

It may be noted that in
Matthew 28:19 where apostles
are told to make ’ disciples of all
nations’, it is not the Gentile
nations that are referred to. it
means the twelve tribes of
{srael which had developed into
different nations and had
spread into other nations
cavering a large part of the then
known world, In Ezekiel 34:6
and 36:6-19, we are told that
these tribes had “scattered
among the nations and dis-
persed through the countries”
and had, infact, covered “a!l the
face of the earth”. So when
Jesus told them to go and
preach all nations, he was not
talking of Gentile nations and
thus contradicting his previous
statements. He was only refer-
ring to the nations of Israel
which had spread among other
nations and had wandered like
lost sheep into other countries
of the world.

Again it may be noted that
the word “world’ _as used in the
Gospels, does %ctually mean

the whole world. In Luke 2:1,

we are told that Caeser issued

a decree that "all the world
i shouild be enrolled”. Now
i Caesar was neither a ruler of

the whole world nor was it
possible for him to get the
whole world enrolied. The
words "all the world”, therefore
can only mean the part of the
world of which Caesar was the
ruler. Similarly when we are
told that Jesus was the ’ light of
the world” or that he had been
sent to “save the world”, it
does not mean the whole
mankind. It only means’ the
"world of Israel” of which Jesus
was the ruler (Math. 2:6,
Mic. 5:2). How could he save
the whole world when God had
sent him ‘only to lIsrael’?
Wherever it is mentioned in the
Gospels that ‘no one’ can
reach the Father except
through Jesus and that “all” or
"whoever’ believes in him shall
be saved, .the context of all
such verses would show that
these words were addressed to
Jews only. There is nothing to
suggest that these words were
meant to include the Gentiles
also, it is just like a primary six
teacher telling his class, "all
who will obey me, shal! pass
and anyone who does not listen
to me will suffer”. Obviously,
the words "all” and "anyone’
are meant to warn the students
of his class and do not in any
way include the boys all over
the world. Jesus too, was a
teacher of his ¢lass callied lsrael
and all such words v sre meant
for his ‘children’ In the class
and could not include the boys
outside whom he called "dogs
and swine’.

(C

Matthew 10:23 also signifies
that the Gospel of Jesus was
meant to be preached only to
the people and in the towns of
Israel. It also shows that the
task of preaching to al the
towns of lsrael was a long one
and it could hardly be comple-
ted ‘before the son of man
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comes’, It was indeed very
difficult to preach the Gospel
‘among all the Jews through-
out the world’. {Act 24:5)

in)

Matthew 19:28 mentions that
Jesus and his disciptes ‘will sit
on twelve thranes, judging the
twelve tribes of lsrael’. The
faith of the non-Israeli believers
is evidently useless and they
may even be turned out of the
court because there is no judge-
ment for them by Jesus., If
Jesus were a saviour of the
whole world, why judge only
the twelve tribes of Israel?

(E}

Luke 24:21 shows that Jesus
was believed by his followers to
be a redeemer of Israel only.

{F}

Act 11:19 shows that the fol-
lowers of Jesus preached the
"word to none except Jews’;
and this proves beyond any
shadow of doubt that even after
the so-called death and resur-
rection of Jesus, his followers
believed that the Gospel of
Jesus was meant not for the
whole world but for Jews only.

All the above mentioned
references prove that Jesus was
sent for the guidance of !srael
only as declared by the Holy
Quran {3:50). Even the Jeroma
Biblical Commentary had to
CONFIRM the "historical fact
assured in all the Gospels, that
the mission of Jasus himself
was limited to Jews” {43:68).
Sinca Jesus never claimed to be
a saviour of the mankind, atl the
preaching of his latter followers
in support of that "claim’, is
nothing but their wishful think-
ing and déceitful exaggeration.

2)

As far as the claim of the
Holy  Prophet  Muhammad
{saw) is concernad, the Holy
Quran ciearly mentions that he
had been sent as a "warner for
all mankind” (34:29); a messen-
ger of Allah to all mankind
{4:80) and " A MERCY FOR
ALL THE PEOPLES” (21:108)
He categorically declared,
"0 Mankind, tuly | am a
messenger to you all from
Allahl.... (7:159}. 50, WHO
IS THE SAVIOUR OF THE
WORLD?

(3}

It is also said in your paper
that Christ was the end

of the prophets and that no
prophet can come after him.
But this is not supported by the
Bible. In John 1:19-25, we are
told that three prophets,
namely, Elijah, the Christ and
‘the Prophet’, were expected
to appear in the days of Jesus.
Now we know that Elijah came
in person of John, the Baptist
and Christ came in the persoo
of Jesus but what about “the
Prophet'? All the commenta-
ries of the Bible explain that
‘the Prophet expected at that
time apart from Elijah and
Christ, was the one whose pro-
phecy was made by Moses in
Deut. 18:18. And no where is
it mentioned in the Bible that
pecple were wrong in expecting
‘the Prophet” or the the
prophecy had been fulfilled in
some other prophet before
Jesus. On the other hand, it is
clear from Act 3:17-24 that " the
Prophet’ promised by MQOSES
was still being expected after
Jesus and that he was to come
sometimes before the second
coming of the Christ,
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(4)

It has been said that
Muhammad ({saw) was a
‘prophet of devil’ because he
preached a Gospel different
from Jesus, married many
wives and made wars with
sword. This observation, | may
axplain, is based on prejudice
and lack of knowledge.

{i)

Muhammad and his religion,
infagt are the very fulfilment
of the Gospel of Jesus. We
know that Israel were a chosen
peopie of God and God had
gstablished His Kingdom in
thern by raising a great prophet
Moses, among them and by
giving them His Law through
Muoses. Ged had also promised
through Moses that another
"praphet like him’ will be
raised ‘from among the
brethren’ of israel (Deut.18;18)
Many prophets came after
Moses to establish the Law and
Jesus was the last of all those
prophets.

Jesus came and tofd the
pecple of lIsrael that "the
Kingdom of God will be taken
away FROM YOQU and given to
a nation, producing the fruits of
it (matthew 21:43), This decla-
ration of Jesus clearly implied
that the time was coming when
lsrael would cease to be chosen
people of God and a new
"prophet like Moses’ with a
new Law wouid be raised from
the ‘brethren of Israel’ and
thus kingdom of God would be
established (n some other
nation. When Jesus preached
the Gospel that 'kingdom of
heaven was at hand’, he was
simply preparing the Jews for
the forthcoming 'Prince of
peace and wonderful counsel-
lor’ whose ’‘government of
peace -was t¢ have no end’

{is. 9:6-7}; and this, in fact was
the#nain mission of Jesus, The
prophecy of Jesus about the’
‘counsallor’ as mentioned in
John 14:15,16, is also the repe-
titien of the same Gospel of the
kingdorh of “Mighty God’ and
‘Wonderful Counsellor’ of
Isaiah 9:6.

Your writer has "wondered
how Muhammad came to be a
Prophet after Jesus. Even
Jesus and Jews have wondered
before on this ‘Wonderful
Counsellor’ and have said:

“ .. thisis Lord s doing and

itis marvellous in our eyes”
[Mathew 21.42).

(it}

It is absurd 10 say that since
Mubhammad (saw) had many
wives and made wars, he could
not be a prophet of God and
was a ’'prophet of devil’. Most
of the biblical prophets were
polygamous and many of them
made wars, Can we, therefore,
call them ’propheis of devil'?
And most of your bible is
written by those prophets. Can
we now call that part of the
bible as “word of devil’ ?

The first wife of Muha-
mmad {saw) was a forty years
old widow and he married her
when he was a young boy of
twenty-five. And he lived the
first twenty-five years of his
youthful life with that one old
wife and did not marry any
woman till her death at the age
of sixty-five. This fact alone is
sufficient to convince a sensible
critic that right from his youth
he was a man of God and could
never be led by the 'worldly
desires’. Even out of the other
wives that he later married, all
but one were old widows. The
Holy Prophet at that time was a
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head of state as well and had
the responsibilities of moral,
social, political reforms in the
society. Even the worst critics
of Isfam have agreed that all his
later marriages had social, poli-
tical and religious reasons. -

{iin)

As far as the use of sword is
concerned, even Jesus said,
“Do not think that | have come
to bring peace on earth; | have
not come to bring peace, but a
sword” {Matthew 10:34). So we
can see the peaceful teachings
of Jesus!

Muhammad {saw} had to
use sword to protect the life,
faith and honour of the people
and he made wars to restore
peace and justice in the society

and to establish the freedom of
worship and religion in the
country. |saiah had already fore
told the role of this "chosen
servant of God’, saying, "he
will bring forth justice to the
nations ...." “"He will not fail or
be discouraged till he has esta-
blished justice in the earth ....”
“Tha Lord goes forth like a
mighty man, like a man of war
he stirs up his fury ..., shows
himself mighty against his
foes.” {Is. 42:1-13).

| have briefly replied the
points raised in the paper. |
hope you will publish it for the
information of your readers.
Far further details, people can
write me direct.
Yours faithfully,
Dr. A. R. Bhutta.
P.O.Box 15, [jebu-Ode.
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