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Book Extract:

Islam in the African American Experience by Richard Brent Turner

On January 24, 1920, as daybreak settled over
London's streets, an elderly, light-brown-
complexioned man with spectacles boarded the S. S.

Haverford bound for America. His dark green and

gold turban and his
amiable but mysterious
manner attracted the
attention of several
Chinese passengers, to
whom he introduced
himself as "Mufti Mu-
hammad Sadiq, mis-
sionary for the Ahmad-
iyya Movement in Is-
lam.” Each day at sea,
several passengers were
eager to learn more
about this exotic
stranger's religion and
his plans for a Muslim
mission in America.
They were mystified
by his stories about the
life of the Prophet
Muhammad and the
teachings of the Prom-
ised Messiah Ghulam
Ahmad, which he told
in English, inter-
spersed with Arabic
and Urdu phrases.

"Say, if you love Allah, = [

THE AHMADIYYA'S EARLY DAYS
IN AMERICA

Safir Rammah

follow me; then will Allah love you," he said.
"There is no God but Allah, and Muhammad is a
Messenger of God.” Before the end of the voyage,
Sadiq had converted four Chinese men, one Ameri-
can, one Syrian, and
one Yugoslavian to
Islam.

The S. S. Haverford
arrived in Philadelphia
on February 15, 1920.

ISILANN

in the
African-American Experience

SECOND EDITION The United States im-
TURNER migration authorities
RICHARD BR , g seized Mufti Muham-

mad Sadiq and took
him into custody be-
fore he could leave the
ship, although he as-
sured them that "he
had not come here to
teach plurality of
wives." After they had
interrogated him for
several hours and had
established that he was
a citizen of India and a
representative of a reli-
= gious group that prac-
‘..’ ticed polygamy, the
H authorities asked him

A 8] o leave the United
States on the ship in
which he had just ar-
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rived. Sadiq refused to do so and requested an ap-
peal to the Secretariat in Washington, D.C. He was
confined to the Philadelphia Detention House in
Gloucester, New Jersey, until a favorable decision of
the appeal was handed down several weeks later.16
Many men in the Detention House were
impressed with Sadiq's passion and devotion to his
multi-racial religion, which offered dramatic changes
in name and identity, and they converted. "Under
curious circumstances, we got acquainted in the
closed walls of the Detention House," Sadiq said of
his first convert in America, R. J. H. Rochford.
"Watching me praying and reciting the Holy Book,
Mr. Rochford inquired of my religion, which I ex-
plained to him and I gave him some books to study.
Very soon he was convinced of the truth of our reli-
gion and being converted was named Hamid.” Alt-
hough Rochford was eventually sent back to Eng-
land by the immigration authorities, during those
weeks of confinement Sadiq made nineteen other
converts to Islam. These men were from Jamaica,
British Guyana, Azores, Poland, Russia, Germany,
Belgium, Portugal, Italy, and France. Thus, Sadiq's
mission was at first generalized and only later fo-
cused almost exclusively on African Americans.
Sadiq's tone during his confinement was
conciliatory, as he attempted to convince the federal
authorities that the could preach Islam in the United
States without preaching polygamy. To do so, Sadiq
made a distinction between commandments and
permissions in Islam. Muslims must follow the
commandments of their religion, he explained, but
might avoid the permissions. For instance, no gov-
ernment could persuade a Muslim to worship more
than one God, since the worship of one God was a
commandment of Islamic religion. However, polyg-
amy was permitted only in countries whose laws
sanctioned its practice. In countries that prohibited
polygamy, permission for its practice was disallowed
under the commandment that all Muslims must
obey the laws of the country in which they lived.20
But if Sadiq was conciliatory, others were not
so sanguine. The Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam
expressed its outrage over Sadiq's detention, an out-
rage which Sadiq would share by the end of 1921. It

cited in The Review of Religions the gap between
America's ideas of freedom, justice, and equality and
the nation's actual practice. Sher Ali proposed that
if Sadiq could not preach Islam in the United States,
then "American missionaries should be expelled
from India.” Finally, Ali warned the United States
that Islam would soon spread throughout the world,
with or without its cooperation. After two months
of confinement, Sadiq was finally allowed to enter
the United States in April of 1920 on the condition
that he would not preach polygamy.

Apparently the Ahmadis had not been aware
up to that time of the discrimination against Muslim
and Indian immigrants in the United States in the
early 1900s. Before Sadiq's ordeal, many Muslim
immigrants from the Middle East had already been
refused entry by the immigration authorities at Ellis
Island. An initial court decision that was eventually
overruled said that they could not become citizens of
the United States "because they were neither Cauca-
sian nor African.” This is important to our discus-
sion because of the centrality of Indian racial identi-
ty to the Ahmadis' signification of Islamic identity-a
signification that appealed to African-American con-
verts in the 1920s.

The American press covered Sadiq's arrival in
America with headlines such as "Picturesque Sadiq,"
"Hopes to Convert U.S.," "Speaks Seven Tongues,"
"Optimistic in Detention," and "East Indian Here
with New Religion.” Press, a Philadelphia newspa-
per, probably gave the most accurate account of
Mufti Muhammad Sadiq's ordeal and his intentions
in America:

While many religious sects in
the United States are spending many
thousands of dollars and sending
hundreds of philosophers and teach-
ers to the wilds of Tibet, the far
reaches of Arabia and Hindustan and
to the unexplored regions of Africa
and China, Mufti Muhammad
Sadigq, after traveling thousands of
miles, alone and friendless, hopes to
begin his crusade to convert Ameri-
cans to the doctrines taught by the
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prophet Ahmad, of whom he is the
principal disciple.

In the 1920s, New York had already acquired a
reputation as a city of unparalleled opportunity for
newcomers. The humorist Ogden Nash called it a
city where "poor girls with nothing to their names
but a letter or two can get rich and joyous," while
Roi Ottley named it the "Black Mecca" because of
its rich black culture and many job opportunities for
African Americans. Perhaps Mufti Muhammad
Sadiq was also attracted by New York's reputation
when he decided to settle there after his release from
detention in April 1920. He set up his headquarters
on Madison Avenue, and he was moderately success-
ful in the city. By the end of May, he had made
twelve new converts to the Ahmadiyya movement-
six from the Christian community and six from Is-
lam. Two of these, Dr. George Baker and Ahmad
Anderson, were among the first white Muslim con-
verts in the United States in the early 1900’s.

Sadiq missionized through lecturing and
writing. By May 1920, he had contributed twenty
articles on Islam to various American periodicals and
newspapers, among them the New York Times.
During his first year of missionary work in the Unit-
ed States, he delivered fifty public lectures on a vari-
ety of subjects in American cities, including Chica-
go, New York, Detroit, and Grand Havens, Michi-
gan. Although Sadiq's outward style was quiet, un-
assuming, and almost passive, he was a confident
lecturer, well suited for his role as preacher, writer,
and public speaker for the Ahmadiyya movement in
the United States. He had acquired valuable practi-
cal experience as a missionary in England, where the
Ahmadis had been active since 1912. A learned
man, he was a graduate of the University of London,
a philologist of international repute, and an expert in
Arabic and Hebrew whose work had been published
in Philomath. Indeed, before Sadiq's departure for
the United States in 1920, H. M. Leon, Secretary of
the International Society of Philology, Sciences and
Fine Arts, had presented the farewell speech at his
going-away party in London.

Sadiq's missionary work for the Ahamadiyya
Movement in Islam came from a deep spiritual com-

mitment. He had been a close companion of Ghu-
lam Ahmad, the founder of the movement, and be-
lieved that the latter had been "favored with the di-
vine gift of prophecy.” Mufti Sadiq also believed in
the mystical power of dreams. While he was still in
England, Sadiq had a dream about an American fe-
male convert. When S. W. Sobolewski walked into
his headquarters in New York, he considered her the
fulfillment of his dream. Sobolewski eventually con-
verted to the Ahmadiyya movement, and Sadiq
named her Fatima Mustafa. She was the first white
American woman to join the religion.

Sadiq's most active female convert and
proselytizer in New York, however, was Madame
Rahatullah, an African American who, according to
Sadiq, "secured one American convert and one Mus-
lim to the Ahmadia order" in 1921. She also wrote a
poem entitled "The Beauties of Islam" to express
enthusiasm about her new faith.

THE AHMADDIYYA'S EFFORTS TO UNIFY
BLACK AND NON-BLACK MUSLIMS

In October 1920, Sadiq moved the headquarters
of the Ahmadiyya mission to Chicago because of its
central location, which he claimed was more conven-
ient for his work than New York. In this new loca-
tion, he cultivated multi-racial relations with various
communities of "white" Muslims. Illinois had at-
tracted small but significant waves of Muslim immi-
grants from Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, and Palestine
from 1875 to 1912 and from 1918 to 1922. These
Arab Muslims, who came to the United States be-
cause of economic downturns in the Middle East,
were mostly uneducated and worked as peddlers and
industrial laborers. Their eagerness to escape the
immigration restrictions of the 1920s and to achieve
financial success led many of the later arrivals to as-
similate and to change their Arabic names to Ameri-
can ones. It is important to note that with a few ex-
ceptions these white Muslims remained separate
from black Muslims in America before the 1920s.
Apparently, the former brought Islam's historic pat-
terns of racial separatism to America from their old
countries. Working against these separatist tradi-
tions, the Ahmadiyya movement struggled to bring
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together Muslims of different racial and ethnic
groups in the 1920s.

Some Arab immigrants, conservative Muslims
or Sunnis, organized a community in Ross, North
Dakota, in 1900; in 1920, they established a mosque
there. Before 1914, approximately ten Lebanese
Muslims worked at the Huskel Railroad Company
in Michigan City, Indiana. In 1914, many Arab
Muslims were attracted to the good pay at the Ford
Highland Park Plant in Detroit, and they established
a community in Highland Park. Two years later,
employment at the Ford Rouge Plant provided im-
petus for the establishment of an Arab Muslim com-
munity in South Dearborn, Michigan. Muslim as-
sociations were established in Highland Park, Michi-
gan, in 1919, and in Detroit in 1922. The Young
Men's Muslim Association was founded in Brooklyn
in 1923, and the Rose of Fraternity Lodge in Cedar
Rapids, Iowa, in 1925. There was also a significant
Sunni community in Toledo, Ohio. And the Shia
immigrated to the United States around the same
time.

Still more communities of Muslim immigrants
had arrived from Eastern Europe during this period.
They included Bosnian Muslims who came to the
United States from Bosnia-Herzegovina, Yugoslavia,
around 1900. These Muslim immigrants worked in
the construction industry in Chicago and established
their community on the Near North Side. Their
social life focused on several coffee houses and a
lodge, Dzemijetul Hajrije (Beneficiant Society),
which was established in 1906. There were also
smaller Bosnian Muslim communities in Gary, Indi-
ana, and in Butte, Montana. Very small number of
Turkish Muslims had immigrated to America be-
tween 1820 and 1860. And by the early 1900s, larg-
er numbers of Turks had immigrated to the United
States and settled in New York City, Chicago, De-
troit, Philadelphia, and San Francisco. Most of these
early Turkish Muslims maintained their language
and their religious tradition in the United States.
Albanian Muslims had settled in the United States
by the early 1900s and established their first organi-
zation in Biddeford, Maine, in 1915. Finally, influ-
enced by the Muslim immigrant community, by

Muslim sailors from Yemen, Somalia, and Madagas-
car, and by the Ahmadiyya translation of the Quran,
Shaykh Daoud Ahmed Faisal established an African-
American Sunni group in New York City in 1924.
His Islamic Mission of America, also called the State
Street Mosque or Islamic Brotherhood, believed as
the Moorish Science Temple did that black Ameri-
cans "were not Negroes but were originally Mus-
lims." Shayhk Daoud's groups spread Sunni practic-
es among black Muslims on the East Coast in the
1920s and 1930s and continued to be significant to
African-American Muslims for the remainder of the
twentieth century.

Although the Ahmadis were heterodox, they
maintained a civil relationship with these conserva-
tive Muslims in America in the 1920s. Mufti Mu-
hammad Sadiq spoke Arabic and encouraged Arab
nationalism as well as relations between Persians,
Arabs, and Turks in America. He was highly respect-
ed by all Muslims in the United States in the 1920s.

In "My Advice to the Muhammadans in
America," Sadiq mentioned that the thousands of
Muslims in the United States came from many
lands. However, he said, most of these people were
"Muslims in name only" because Islam had ceased to
play a practical role in their daily lives. Sadiq con-
tinued to say that the United States was a good
country for millions of dispersed Muslims to settle
in. To preserve their culture, however, they must (1)
retain their Muslim names; (2) say their daily pray-
ers; (3) read, write, and speak Arabic-the common
language of Islam; (4) teach their children to be
good Muslims; (5) donate the interest gained from
their bank accounts to the propagation of Islam; (6)
build mosques in every town; (7) promulgate Islam
in America; and (8) join the Ahmadiyya movement.

In the fall of 1920, Sadiq collaborated with
Mohni, the editor of the Arabic newspaper Alserat,
to bring the orthodox and heterodox communities
together to form a multi-racial society for the protec-
tion of Islam in the United States. Sadiq was elected
president, and Mohni was elected the secretary of
this society. Also, in that year, Sadiq moved the
American headquarters of the Ahmadiyya movement
to Highland Park, a suburb of Detroit. This was the
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location of Karoub House, one of the first mosques
in the United States, which was built at the cost of
$55,000 by Hussain Karoub (a Syrian Muslim with
real-estate holdings in Highland Park and Detroit),
who became the imam of the mosque. Because Ka-
roub House was utilized by Muslims from different
ethnic groups, the building of this mosque inspired
the Ahmadiyya movement in its efforts to link varied
Muslim communities.

THE MOSLEM SUNRISE, THE "JIHAD OF
WORDS," AND PROTESTANT RESISTANCE
TO SADIQ'S MULTI-RACIAL MISSION

In July 1921, Mufti Muhammad Sadiq
published the first issue of The Moslem Sunrise. The
journal, which appeared every three months, was
established for the primary purpose of refuting the
misrepresentations of Islam that appeared in the
American press. Indeed, this activity was one of the
Ahmadis' most significant efforts for the American
Muslim community. Thus, The Moslem Sunrise
brought the Ahmadis' jihad of words to the forefront
of Islamic identity in America. As we shall see, the
jihad of words was destined to exercise a profound
influence on the signification that black Americans
formed for themselves in Islam. Plans for this publi-
cation had been in the works since October 1920.
Significantly, the cover of each issue pictured a sun-
rise over North America, which symbolized the ris-
ing sun of Islam in the United States. Mirza
Mahmud Ahmad, the leader of the Ahmadiyya
Movement in Islam, compared the mission in the
United States to that of the original American pio-
neers, and he called his missionaries in America
"pioneers in the spiritual colonization of the western
world." Multi-racial missionary work, then, would
be a primary thrust of The Moslem Sunrise.

During the first quarter of the journal's
publication, from July through October 1921, the
movement received 646 communications and sent
out 2,000 pieces of mail, including the journal. Five
hundred letters about Islam were mailed to Masonic
lodges in the United States, along with copies of The
Moslem Sunrise. Also, one thousand pieces of Ah-

madi literature were sent to major libraries in the
United States. The Ahmadiyya movement also
mailed literature to many celebrities in the United
States and abroad, among them Thomas Edison,
Henry Ford, and President Warren Harding. These
efforts resulted in thirty-one new converts during
this period.

Several articles published in The Moslem
Sunrise during 1921 defended Islam against errone-
ous information published by the American press.
The New York Herald, for instance, had criticized
the Quran for teaching Muslims "to hate and kill
unbelievers." And several newspaper articles criti-
cized Islam in light of the Turkish atrocities in Eu-
rope, since the Greek Christians were fighting
against the Turks in the early 1920s. Convinced that
American Christians were threatened by the infidel,
editors of the Syracuse Sunday Herald took note:

To the millions of American
Christians who have so long looked
eagerly forward to the time the cross
shall be supreme in every land and
the people of the whole world shall
have become followers of Christ, the
plan to win this continent to the
path of the "infidel Turk" will seem a
thing unbelievable. But there is no
doubt about its being pressed with all
the fanatical zeal for which the Mo-
hammedans are noted.

Ever alert to attacks on or gross
misrepresentations of Islam, Sadiq exposed the biases
of such stories, citing the programs in the Ukraine in
which Christians had killed 140,000 Jews from Feb-
ruary to June of 1921. Europeans and Americans
should show as much concern for this massacre, he
pointed out, as for the one perpetrated against the
Armenians by the Turks. Finally, Sadiq defended
Islam by citing the race problem in the United States
and the multi-racial agenda of global Islam:

What sad news we came
across . .. about the conflict between
the Blacks and the Whites in this
country. It is a pity that no preaching
of equality or Christian charity has so
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far been able to do away with this
evil. In the East we never hear of
such things occurring between the
peoples. There are people fairer than
North Europeans living friendly and
amiably with those of the darkest
skin in India, Arabia and other Asiat-
ic and African countries .... In Islam
no church has ever had seats reserved
for anybody and if a Negro enters
first and takes the front seat even the
Sultan if he happens to come after
him never thinks of removing him
from the seat.

[t is noteworthy that Sadiq's view of equality
in Islam did not reconcile with the history of racism
in the Muslim world. However, the Indian mission-
ary's idealized view of his religion was not unusual,
since few Muslims have dealt critically with the issue
of racism in Islam.

In another article, Sadiq commented on his
exclusion from preaching in Detroit churches:

If the Detroit churches are not
open for me to preach in I do not
care a bit. No Moslem here cares to
see me preaching the churches.
Moreover the churches are not suita-
bly furnished for our services. My
challenge was to the broadminded-
ness of the Christian pastors in com-
parison with that shown by our Holy
Prophet. I was sure that the Chris-
tian "Love your enemies” was only to
preach and not to practice. But I
wanted to get it out of their mouths
and I have got it.

Sadiq's indictment of racism in the churches
also led him finally to express his bitterness about his
ordeal with the immigration authorities. Rhetorically
asking what would happen "if Jesus Christ comes to
America and applies for admission to the United
States under the immigration laws," Sadiq answered
that the immigration authorities would decide "that
Jesus would not be allowed to enter this country be-
cause (1) he comes from a land which is out of the

permitted zone; (2) he has no money with him; (3)
he is not decently dressed; (4) he has no credentials
to show that he is an authorized preacher.”

By the second year of its mission in the United
States, then, the Ahmadiyya movement had devel-
oped an adversarial relationship with the American
media and with mainstream Christianity. Moreover,
Mufti Muhammad Sadiq's negative experiences with
the immigration authorities, the white Protestant
churches, and the media had resulted in some signif-
icant changes in his personality and his attitude to-
ward America. By 1921, he was no longer a humble
saintly martyr, but instead a bitter and angry oppo-
nent of white mainstream Christianity and racism in
America. He had been fooled by the United States'
outward image as a place of freedom and equality, in
a decade when both Protestant and Catholic church-
es "failed largely to abandon racism either at the altar
or through their secular policies.”

The history of the Ahmadiyya movement
reveals much about American religion during the
early twentieth century, particularly the relationship
between its Protestant center and those traditions
outside it. Obviously, the"assimilationist" or "the
melting pot" model in American history did not in-
clude the Ahmadis, for these Muslims were ultimate-
ly unwilling to abandon their old culture to embrace
the new. Hardened by their encounters with racism,
and by the contrast between their experience and
that of other immigrant groups, they were intent on
transforming the host culture by conversion to a
multi-racial version of Islam and the signification of
Indian cultural identity, not on being assimilated
into it.

Originally, Mufti Muhammad Sadiq had
envisioned an ecumenical movement of multi-racial
cooperation and increased understanding between
Protestants and Muslims in America. If this move-
ment had succeeded, it could have resulted in partial
acculturation along class lines rather than the com-
plete alienation of American Muslims in the 1920s.
After all, Sadiq was well-educated and had been ac-
cepted in middle-and upper-class circles in England.
However, as we have seen, most white Protestants
were unwilling to work toward an ecumenical multi-

66



racial goal because of their racism and their deeply
entrenched fear of Islam. As C. Eric Lincoln put it,
"Being 'American’ presupposes the Judeo-Christian
heritage of experience ... and the religion of Islam is
not in any substantial way a part of the critically val-
ued American experience.”

As it became clear that the negative tensions
with the host society were irresolvable, the Ahmadis
began to focus their conversion efforts in the United
States less on white people and more on blacks. For
a short time, this new racial emphasis led to a new
vision of a global Pan-Islamic alliance in which Indi-
an nationalism and Pan-Africanism were linked in a
potent multi-racial synthesis of anti-imperialist and
anti-Christian religious and political ideas.

A MULTI-RACIAL MISSION TO BLACK
AMERICA

" Asalaam Alaikum!" said Mufti Muhammad
Sadig, as he surveyed the small group of mostly
black and brown worshippers gathered at the
mosque on Wabash Avenue in Chicago. A young
and strong-looking Russian man with fair skin and
sandy hair stood out in the audience this Sunday
evening in August 1922. He was seated next to a
strikingly handsome Indian from Calcutta, a dental
student at the State University in Iowa. Sadiq folded
his arms across his green full-length jacket with a
military collar and a scarlet-colored lining, as a black
man named Abdul Hakeem sang "Allah Be Praised"
in a rich baritone voice. Mufti Muhammad Sadiq's
skullcap, his large, clear brown eyes, and his promi-
nent nose gave him the appearance of a "brown
skinned Jew," while his white mustache, sideburns,
and flowing beard gave him a "gospel likeness." He
looked and spoke like a biblical prophet, and this
was an important aspect of the appeal of Sadiq's ex-
otic Indian identity to his black American followers.
Carefully he closed his leather-bound Quran and
began his sermon:

" There is but one God," he
said. "All others are mere prophets,
including Jesus. Muhammad was the
last and the equal of the others.

None is to be worshiped, not even
Jesus or Muhammad. The Trinity is
an illusion-the word is not found in
the Christian Bible and its principle
cannot be sustained. God created a II
races, all colors. Islam makes no dif-
ference between race and class." At
the end of the service, worshippers
rehearsed their new Arabic names
and Sadiq blessed them: "Bismillah
in the name of Allah."

From 1921 to 1925, the Ahmadis made 1,025
American converts whose names and places of resi-
dence were listed in the pages of The Moslem Sun-
rise.67 Many of the Ahmadiyya converts were black
residents of Chicago and Detroit. These two cities,
and to a lesser extent, Gary, Indiana, and St. Louis,
Missouri, were hotbeds of Ahmadiyya activity in the
1920s. In 1922, Sadiq moved the American head-
quarters of the movement from Highland Park,
Michigan, to Wabash Avenue on the south side of
Chicago. A converted house served as a mosque and
mission house from which The Moslem Sunrise was
published. Outside, the Ahmadis erected a small
dome or minaret to signal their commitments.
Much of the financing for the mosque came from
donations from Ahmadis in India.68 Muhammad
Yaqoob (Andrew Jacob), Ghulam Rasul (Mrs. Elias
Russel), and James Sodick-a Russian Tartar-were key
figures in the Ahmadiyya work in Chicago in the
1920s.

Meanwhile, Sadiq continued to deliver lectures
throughout the mid western and eastern sections of
the United States. Most of these lectures, which were
delivered at schools, civic clubs, and lodges, were
well received. For example, Sadiq noted with regard
to a trip to Minnesota:

In Crookston, Minnesota, I
was invited by the superintendent of
the State Farm School to give a talk
on Islam in the school hall. I spoke
for an hour ... and the chairman
thanking me for the speech said: "All
I knew of Muhammadanism before
this was that the Muhammadans

67



worship Muhammad and kill the

Christians, but today I have learned

the real facts and I am thankful for
i."

Although these lecture trips resulted in several
new white converts for the Ahmadiyya movement,
news of African-American converts continued to
dominate the pages of The Moslem Sunrise. Several
of these African Americans became prominent mis-
sionaries for the Ahmadiyya movement after their
conversion. In 1922, The Moslem Sunrise first fea-
tured a picture and a short report about a recent
black convert, Sheik Ahmad Din (P. Nathaniel
Johnson), "a zealous worker for Islam," who had just
been appointed as a missionary in St. Louis, Mis-
souri?! Here Ahmad Din led a group of devout Mus-
lims that included blacks, Turks, and a small num-
ber of whites. In one of his pictures he wore a fez,
which suggests that Din may have been a Freemason
or a former member of Noble Drew Ali's Moorish
Science Temple movement.

An article about Din in the St. Louis Post
Dispatch reports that he had acquired one hundred
converts during the first six months of his mission in
St. Louis,? Another black convert-Brother Omar
(William M. Patton) of the Lamarsary Shop-was also
cited for his proselytizing efforts in St. Louis/4 and
Sister Noor (Ophelia Avant) was one of the most
enthusiastic black female converts in the St. Louis
area.

Photographs of four other black women-Sister
Khairat (Thomas), Sister Zeineb (Watts), Sister Ah-
madea (Robinson), and Sister Ayesha (Clark)-were
also featured in The Moslem Sunrise. It is notewor-
thy that all of these women wore traditional Muslim
veils to cover their faces, and long dresses and long
sleeves to cover their bodies. New clothing was a sig-
nificant aspect of the conversion experience for these
blacks. Although conversion was not a new phenom-
enon in African-American culture and African
Americans had experienced "profoundly emotional
new births" in the context of evangelical Protestant-
ism since the eighteenth century Muslim clothing
and Arabic names added a new dimension to this
experience. The new clothes-veils, long dresses,

skullcaps, turbans, fezzes, and robes, like the shad
belly coats and the dove-colored bonnets of the nine-
teenth-century Quakers-differentiated the Muslims
from their Christian neighbors and signaled their
new religious commitment. For some of the black
Muslims, the new clothes were undoubtedly a sym-
bol of alienation and ethnic differentiation from the
mainstream white culture. For others, they were
probably a medium of creative, artistic expression.
The converts' new Arabic names could be under-
stood in the same way. Indeed a subtle interface be-
tween creative stylistic expression and genuine reli-
gious motivation might have attracted some blacks
to the symbols of American Islam in the 1920s. Such
cultural exchanges exemplify the black community's
concern with signifying and identifying themselves
as distinct from white culture.

Some of the black converts to the Ahmadiyya
movement were Protestant ministers who were prob-
ably drawn to a multi-racial religious community
with new opportunities for leadership not available
in segregated evangelical Protestant contexts. For
example, Brother Hakim (Dr. J. H. Humpbhries)
came to the United States from the Congo Free
State (the Belgian Congo) at the age of seventeen.
He studied for the ministry at Tuskegee Institute for
five years, after which he was ordained and became a
Christian missionary. After listening to one of Sheik
Ahmad Din's lectures on Islam, Hakim became dis-
illusioned with Christianity and converted to Islam.
Soon he was a zealous missionary for the Ahmadiyya
movement, and was thought to possess extraordinary
healing powers.78 He was a tall, handsome, distin-
guished-looking man, whom Ahmad Din praised
without reservation, calling him a man of “great
spiritual powers" and a "magnetic healer of extraor-
dinary ability."

Brother Hakim and Ahmad Din-articulate,
well-educated, and middle-class-were well-suited for
Mufti Muhammad Sadiq's sophisticated style of in-
struction in Islam. Much of the instruction occurred
through public lectures. Other media included the
Ahmadiyya Public Library. The Moslem Sunrise fea-
tured detailed articles on the writing and pronuncia-
tion of the Arabic language and the performance of
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salad-the Muslim mode of worship. There were also
many articles on Islamic history and on the progress
of Ahmadiyya missions in Europe, Africa, and Asia.
After their instruction, all new converts to the Ah-
madiyya movement signed the "Bismillah," signify-
ing their commitment to a new religion that in-
volved the particular beliefs and duties of Islam.
Although the Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam
secured some white American converts, there were
few white American proselytizers in the early 1920s.
Because of the leadership roles that it gave to its
black participants, however, the movement began to
attract members of the Universal Negro Improve-
ment Association. Brother Abdullah (James Con-
well), a prominent convert in Chicago, was a Gar-
veyite. There were at least six other Garveyites in the
Chicago mission, and they wore their Garvey uni-
forms to the Ahmadi religious services and meetings.
In 1923, Sadiq gave five lectures at the UNIA meet-
ings in Detroit. Eventually he converted forty Gar-
veyites to Islam. "Out of the converts there, an intel-
ligent and enthusiastic young man, Rev. Sutton, has
been appointed as the leader of the congregation
with his Moslem name as Sheik Abdus Salaam," he
wrote. "Another zealous member of ours is Mrs.
Wright (Sister Nazeefa), who together with her little
children is studiously learning the Arabic language.”
Thus there was a direct relationship between
the Universal Negro Improvement Association and
the Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam. But the connec-
tion between the two groups occurred on a more
subtle level as well, a fact that is significant to Afri-
can-American religious history and that suggests a
main concern here. The Ahmadis were Indians-one
of the "darker races of the world"-who were seeking
their independence from the British. The Garvey
movement stressed the internationalist perspective
that led African Americans to think of themselves in
concert with Africans and the “darker races of the
world" against white Europeans and Americans. In
the 1920s, this internationalist identity, which had
been growing among blacks since the late nineteenth
century, began to extend to their religious conscious-
ness as well. Christianity was increasingly criticized
as a "clan religion" for whites that needed to be re-

vised by blacks or abandoned for another religion,
such as Islam. The attraction of both the Garvey
movement and the Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam
was that they offered a new religious identity to Afri-
can Americans who had been awakened to this per-
spective. Just as the UNIA was the Universal Negro
Improvement Association with universality in the
political sphere, the Ahmadis connected the faithful
to a worldwide, multi-racial, but "nonwhite" reli-
gion.

Moreover, as we have seen, Garveyism and the
Islamic movements in the 1920s were forms of polit-
ical religion. David Apter has argued that, especially
in Third World nations, the sacred is used to legiti-
mate political ends and to mobilize the community
for political goals. In this context, political doctrine
becomes "in effect, a political religion" which gives
“continuity, meaning and purpose” to a people's
life.82 With this perspective in mind, one could say
there were three historical strands in the develop-
ment of Islam in the United States in the 1920s.
The first, the conservative Sunni Islam of the Mus-
lim immigrants from the Middle East and the Islam-
ic Mission of America, were orthodox, universalist,
and also politically conservative. The second, the
Moorish Science Temple movement, was heterodox,
a racial-separatist interpretation of Islam, and Pan-
Africanist with a "Moroccan" cultural base. Third,
and important here, the Ahmadiyya Movement in
Islam was heterodox, multi-racial, and politically
mixed-the Ahmadis were advocates of both Pan-
Islam and Indian nationalism. Ahmadis knew that
the Garvey movement was sympathetic to both of
these issues; they saw the parallels between the two
movements and Pan-Africanism; and to a certain
extent they identified with black people as fellow
victims of European colonization and imperialism.

Pan-Islam was not a new issue for Marcus
Garvey or for the UNIA. In Chapter 3, we examined
Garvey's relationship with Duse Mohammed Alj,
the Egyptian journalist who was also an advocate of
this principle, as well as of Egyptian nationalism and
Pan-African business ventures. He may have influ-
enced Garvey to allow Sadiq to give the aforemen-
tioned lectures at the UNIA meeting in Detroit in
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1923.83

Some people in the UNIA were undoubtedly
familiar with the issue of Indian nationalism prior to
any contact with the Ahmadis. On February 11,
1922, Ganesh Rao sent a letter to the editor of the
Negro World, which dealt with this issue in the con-
text of the internationalist perspective:

I am sailing from that distant
charming land of perpetual sunshine-
India. I am one of those millions that
are being oppressed by the imperial-
istic English government. My inter-
est, my responsibility, my duty, has
thus impelled me to study the tragic
tales of other oppressed peoples, e.g.,
the Negro, and his future. From my
humble study so far I have confident-
ly felt that the UNIA is doing the
real work for the uplift of the Negro,
and the U stands for, in word as in
action-Universal. ... India is in her
birth-throes; she soon shall be free.
Ethiopia, self conscious, is working
for her independent and unhindered
progress. Peace shall not dawn on
this world until Asia and Africa and
their ancient peoples are free and en-
joy all human rights. Oppressed peo-
ples of the world, unite. Lose no
time!

In this context, in 1923 some of Sadiq's
articles in The Moslem Sunrise took on a new mili-
tant internationalist tone, suggesting that Islam and
the Arabic language could facilitate the primary po-
litical goal of Garveyism, the worldwide unification
of all people of African descent. The basic message
here was that Islam could be used to legitimize the
internationalist perspective-a political end-and to
mobilize the Garveyites and other African Americans
for this political goal. In this situation Islam would,
in effect, function as "political religion." Sadiq's arti-
cle "Crescent or Cross?" was addressed specifically to
the UNIA and indicated that Sadiq was no longer
concealing his anger and bitterness toward Christi-
anity and the Western world. He suggested that

Garvey expand his motto of "One God, One Aim,
One Destiny" to include "One language which
would be Arabic." Finally, Sadiq mentioned that "all
the white powers fear Mohammedanism" and that
black people could find millions of "valuable
[multiracial] allies” among the Muslims in China,
Arabia, Afghanistan, Turkey, Persia, and India.
This militant internationalist tone continued in
another short piece.
My Dear American Negro . . .

the Christian profiteers brought you

out of your native lands of Africa and

in Christianizing you made you for-

sake the religion and language of

your forefathers-which were Islam

and Arabic. You have experienced

Christianity for so many years and it

has proved to be no good. It is a fail-

ure. Christianity cannot bring real

brotherhood to the nations. Now

leave it alone. And join Islam, the

real faith of Universal Brotherhood

which at once does away with all dis-

tinctions of race, color and creed.

The Nation of Islam used this kind of
propaganda, which raised issues of signification and
identity, to attract thousands of black converts in the
1930s. Such propaganda aimed to instill bitter re-
sentment toward the white race that would result in
complete rejection of Christianity and white culture.
Black people influenced by this propaganda often
converted to Islam, which they believed was the reli-
gion of their ancestors before slavery. Apparently
through their connection with Garvey's global Pan-
Africanist perspective, the Ahmadis had begun to
acquire a keen understanding of the psychology of
the ordinary black person that enabled them to con-
nect Islam with Pan-Africanism and race pride and
to create programs that they believed reflected the
real situation of black people in America in the
1920s. At the same time, although the Ahmadiyya
movement was indigenous to India, it had missions
in Nigeria, Ghana, and the Ivory Coast in the 1920s.
Thus, its global perspective was as expansive as Gar-
vey's and almost as radical in its strategies for the
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liberation of people of color.

Garveyism and the internationalist perspective,
however, were of no interest to the Ahmadiyya
Movement in Islam during the years of the UNIA's
decline. Unfortunately, we do not know how the
Ahmadiyya movement reacted to Garvey's downfall.
The Moslem Sunrise suspended publication from
1924 to 1930-the years of Garvey's trial, imprison-
ment, and deportation-probably due to financial dif-
ficulties. Also, since the Ahmadis had drawn some of
their American converts and leaders from the ranks
of the UNIA, it is probable that there was a shortage
of new members and of vital services. Perhaps the
Ahmadiyya movement saw the handwriting on the
wall-that the mid-1920s saw the suppression of radi-
calism in the United States and that foreign leaders
of radical movements were in particular danger of
deportation. Garvey's ordeal was a lesson for all alien
leaders in the 1920s.

In September 1923, Mufti Muhammad Sadiq
concluded his work in America and returned to In-
dia, where he was reunited with his wife and chil-
dren after years of separation. His successor, Maulvi
Muhammad Din, had been headmaster of a high
school in India and editor of the Ahmadi journal
The Review of Religions. A few months before his
departure, Sadiq enthusiastically presented Din to
the readers of The Moslem Sunrise. He wrote:

He has been living at the headquarters of the
Ahmadia movement and studying and practicing the
sacred knowledge under the direction of the Prom-
ised Messiah and his successors for more than twenty
years.

During his three years in America, Mufti
Muhammad Sadiq converted over seven hundred
Americans to Islam. His impact on American reli-
gion during this period, however, cannot be ade-
quately measured by numbers: he provided the first
model of multi-racial community experience for Af-
rican-American Muslims, and the Ahmadiyya com-
munity published the first Muslim newspaper and
the first Quran in English in America and most of
the Islamic literature that would be available to Afri-
can American Muslims until the 1960s. Although
Sadiq's bitter personal experiences in the United
States led him to place the Muslim community in a
defensive and alienated position, he was still deter-
mined to make Islam a permanent part of the Amer-
ican cultural fabric. In spite of his antipathy for "the
West," Sadiq's independent spirit, his original ecu-
menical goal, his boundless energy, his appetite for
new endeavors, his fierce pursuit of success, and his
passion for social justice were also American quali-
ties.
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