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EDITORIAL

Editing a magazine 1s not an easy task, especially
when there are very few people to write and the editor’s
choice is restricted by multifarious considerations. Our magazine
'« not meant to satiate the baser cravings of the reader,
nor does it provide much of cheap humour, Whereas we
admit that a colleze magazine should be lively and should
contain light atricles, let us not forget that Talimul Islam
College is not founded to follow the routine and traditional
path and to impart merely secular education. Instead, we
mean to educate our students in at least fundamentals of
Islam too, so that when they leave the college to enter
practical life they should not only be successful men of

the world but also good Muslims. We believe that there




is no better instruction than the Holy Quran and there is
no better explanation of the holy book than the Hadith
and the writings of the Promised Messiah. That is why
we have decided to devote some pages for these, and wish
to make it a permanent feature of this magazine. The
same policy accounts for the inclusion of so many articles
pertamning to religion,

As has already been pointed out we are conscious of the
fact that light articles and refined humour are also as
necessary for Almanar as essays on technical subjects, but
we regret to reiterate our complaint that our students and
most of the worthy teachers do not fully co-operate, without
which the magazine will never come up to our wishes and their
expectations. Unless the students take pains to write for
it and the teachers encourage them by guiding and correcting
what they write the magazine shall not fulfil its proper functions.

2



Kindness to Parents

Thy lord has command-  plaJbgebl Lsdws Yl by a3y
ed., ‘Worship none but Him, lam o] 5 Slts by Lol ¢ Glund

and show kindness to parents.

If one of them attain old age & 45¥s Gl Lgd J&5 N Lgk sl

with thee or both of them, g Vgt H
never say unto them any word

expressive of disgust nor re-

proach them, but always address

them with excellent speech’.

COMMENTARY :

With this verse begin those principles and rules of
conduct by observing which a people can preserve the integrity
of their organization and make it safe against disintegration

and decline.

In this connection pride of place is given to the
maintenance of belief in the Unity and Oneness of God and
refutation of Shirk (setting up equals with God), because it
is in the heyday of their glory and splendour that a people
fall a prey to superstitious ideas and idolatrous practices. In
fact Shirk is at the root of all sins. Man sins because he
lacks true faith in God and His attributes. Belief in the
Unity of God is like a seed out of which grow all virtues.
It is the pivot round which the teachings of all religions
and codes of morality revolve. This belief constitutes the
basis and the foundation for both the law of nature and of
Shariat. That the Law of Shariat is based on belief in the
Unity of God is too patent a fact to need any explanation ;
but even the law of nature and all scientific progress are also
based on it. For if it be supposed that there are more

3



cods than one, it necessarily follows that there is more than
one law of nature. But in the absence of one fixed and
uniform natural law of all progress science will have come
to an end, because all the discoveries and inventions made
by science are duec to the belief that an ordered, fixed and
unchangeable system pervades the whole universe, Whithout
such a belief man could never have devoted his attention
and labour to fathom the secrets of the unknown.

The second most important precept laid down in the
verse under comment concerns man's moral conduct. His
obligations towards his parents form the most important part
of it, because it is the parents who first of all direct our
attention to God. It is in the parental mirror that the
divine attributes of Mercy, Compassion, Love and Providence
are reflected and on a minor human scale are given practical
expression. They point to the Being from Whom all things
take their origin. The long chain of man’s parentage shows
that his existence is not the resilt of mere accident or
chance. It turns our thoughts to the Great Originator and
Creator. It also shows that a great and noble purpose
underlies the ercation of man.

The commandment given in relation to God is negative.
Man is told that as it is not possible for him to make a
return of God’s favours, he should at least refrain from
Shirk (setting up equals with him). In the case of parents,
however, he is given a positive commandment, because he 1s
in a position to return their love and kindness, though only
very inadequately. So he is commanded to be gencrous to
them.

The words, with thee. are significant. They show that
when the parents of a person are dependent on him and
live with him, he must be specially on his guard against
using any harsh words about them. The words have been added
because when a man’s parents are living with him, there 1s

4
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always the liklehood for differences to arise and consequently
for the embitterment of mutual relations. Moreover, when
a person spends his money for another he is inclined to
think that he has a right to exercise his authority over
him. The Quran therefore has emphasized that extra care
should be taken in our relations towards our parents.

In Arabic the word J! (uff) is used to express one’s
disgust by words of mouth and _u! (nahr) is used to express
it by an actual deed. So by the combination of these two
words in this verse the Quran means to say that we should
never speak harshly to our parents, much less act unkindly

towards them.

(from the commentary on the
Holy Quran by Hazrat Khali-
fatul Masih 11.)

Encomiums

The Editorial Staff of Al-Manar is to be highly commended
for following a very liberal policy, especially with regard
to publishing corrective articles and accepting wise counsels,
which is very difficult in these days when people, with a
few exceptions, try to move with the winds, for one reason
or the other. In so doing, they are faithfully and conscientiously
acting upon the true Islamic principles of negative and
positive virtues, as the combination of both ensures the path
of rectitude and piety.

Amorous & passionate articles which undermine sober
thinking and truc incentive for pious actions are also being
oradually eliminated, while others pertaining to moral and
spiritual values are par excellence. It is sanguincly hoped,
that the magazine will, very shortly, attain the position of
a very high order. Amen! (Dr. M. Ramazan)
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Allah Sees Hearts
whoy ale dll fo dll gy JBJB3 5 0 2 o

3 5t oS0 (S 5 S Y a0

(P.L.“a} r_,Q'Lq.;:-i_, i.,__,(,_}ﬁ

Narrated by Hazrat Abu Hurairah, Allah be
pleased with him : “Said the prophet of Allah,
(peace be on him and hlessings of Allah), **Allah
does not see towards vour shapes and your wealth
but he sees towards your hearts and your actions.”

(Muslim)

Explanatory note :-In this hadith, the Holy Prophet (peace
be on him and blessings of Allah) has mentioned two things
which, inspite of being gifts of God, can and become, at
times, causes of big trial for both men and women, Of
these, one is physical beauty and comeliness which becomes,
gencrally for women, a source of great trouble. The second
is wealth and alluenee which generally put men to a lot
of test and temptation. Citing both these as examples, the
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be on him) said
that while, without a doubt, they were great gifts of God,
but Muslims should take note that Allah does not judge the
worth of people by His appraisal of the beauty of
women or of wealth of men but that Ile sees towards their
heads and hearts which are the source and repositories for
human thoughts and feelings and then Ie sees towards
their deeds which are the products of their thoughts and
feelings.

The word Qalb wsed in this hadith stands both for
heart and mind : for Qalb literally means the cenlral point
of an organism and the heart and the mind are both, In
their respective spheres, centres of the bodily organism ; the
mind being the centre of overt feelings and the heart that
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of spiritual experience. By using the words Qulub (hearts)
and aamal (deeds), the Holy Prophet (peace of Allah be on
him and His blessings) in this context, has pointed out
that, though physieal beauty and material wealth are gifts
of God and one should value them, but what God takes
note of is the heart (Qalb) of men and their (aamal) actions.
It is therefore the duty of every Muslim to seek to improve
his mind, heart and actions, instead of taking pride in the
oifts of physical beauty and property and worldly goods.

It must be borne well in mind that the Holy Prophet’s
(peace of Allah be on him and His blessings) admonition
that God. the Excellent, watches the heart and deeds of
man, means not only that these things will weigh him on
the Day of Requittal but that in this world too, real weight
is given to feelings of the heart and the motives of the
mind and the actions of limbs. The truth is that, once a
people are granted the favour that the heads and limbs of
its members start operating in the right direction, no power
can hinder the courses of its progress nor deprive it of
realisation of the highest of wvalues.

(F'rom Forty Gems of Beauty)




W hy Swine’s flesh is prohibited?

Khinzir i.e., a swine, is one of those things which the Muslims
have been forbidden to eat. The very name of this foul animal
contains an allusion to the prchibition of its flesh, It is
a combination of Khinz and, ar, the first part meaning
“very foul”’ and the second *'I see.”” The word literally
means ‘I see it very foul.”” The name which God gave this
animal in the beginning therefore, pomts to its foulness.
But what is still more wonderful is that in Hindi this
animal is known by the name ol swar which is composed
of two words su, and, ar, the latter part being identical
with the latter part of the Arabie word and the former
being the exact equivalent of the first part of the Arabic
form. The Hindi word, therefore, means exactly the same
as the Arabic, i.e., *“I see it very foul,”” the form also remain-
ing Arabic, The Arabic origin of a Hindi word is not surprising,
for as we have shown in the “Minan-ul-Rahman’ Arabic is the
mother of all languages and its words are f{requently met with
in all other languages; suar is therefore an Arabic word.
In Hindi this animal is also known as  bad meaning bad
or foul which is probably a translation of the original Arabic
word. It appears that at an early age in the world’s history,
when separation had taken place, the word suar which is
the exaect equivalent of and synonvmous with the still
prevalent Arabic form Khinzir, was used to signify the name
of this animal. and it has kept the original form after the
lapse of thousands of years. The Sanskrit form of the word
may have changed a little but there can be no doubt that
the root is Arabic for it supplies the reason for which the name
was given; and word Khinzir attests to the truth of the

(Continued on page 14)



Habib Ullah Khan M.Se.

THE ISLLAMIC FAST

Fasting is an important worship in Islam. It is preserib-
ed for all Muslims. men and women alike, who reach the
age of maturity and are not sullering from any ailment.
The Quranic instructions in this respect may be summarized
as follows :

1. The preseribed fasting is for a fixed number of

days.

2. ‘Whosoever of you is present at home in this
month (the Month of Fasting), let him fast therein.
But whosoever is sick or 1is on a journey,
shall fast the same number of other days. Allah
desires to give you facility and He desires not hard-
ship for yvou and that you may exalt Allah for
His having guided you and that you may be
orateful !’

3. ‘For those who are able to fast only with great
difficulty is an expiation — the feeding of a poor
1 % o SR And fasting is good for you if you only
know’.

4. ‘And eat and drink wuntil the white thread be-
comes distinct to you from the black thread of
the dawn. Then complete the fast till nightfall’!.

5. ‘It is made lawful for you to go in unto your
wives on the night of the fast. They are a gar-
ment for yvou and you are a garment for them
Ciasenvees And do not go in unto them while you
remain in the mosque for devotion’,

(Al-Bagrah 184-88).



These, in brief, are the limits and conditions fixed by
Allah, and the purpose of these commandments is that man
should become secure against evil.

There is nothing new in this institution. Fasting was
an important part of worship in all religions and among
all people. The Holy Quran itself makes a mention of this
and says :
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‘O ye who believe ! fasting is prescribed for vyou,
as it was prescribed for those before you, so that
you may become righteous’.

The very fact that fasting was part of all religions
shows that itis an extremely important institution and its
utility and wvalue ecannot be denied. Unfortunately today
some of the so called ‘free thinkers’ whose sole aim in life
18 to ecat, drink and be merry, are.doubtful about its bene-
fits and say that there is no meaning in keeping hungry
for such a long time. It simply makes the body weak and
renders a man unfit for work both physically and mentally.
In the face of this ecriticism it becomes important to
look into the matter rather closely and critically.

In the verses quoted above the aim and purpose of
fasting has been pointed out in very clear terms. Accord-
ing to the Holy Quran fasting has been prescribed for man
50 that he may become righteous. Besides abstaining from
food and drink during the hours of fasting, a Muslim has
to make a special effort throughout Ramazan to attain high
standard of virtue and purity. A Muslim is enjoined to
keep aloof from all strifes and quarrels and is forbidden
to indulge in anything that is indecent, obscene, illegal or
immoral. He is called upon to lead a pure, chaste life as
a matter of routine. But during the month of fasting
when he has to abstain even from permissible things like
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eating and drinking, it should be his aim not to indulge
in anything that is forbidden. 1In short, while fasting,

he should be at peace with his Creator as well as with his
fellow beings.

What has been said above is enough to justify the institu-
tion of fasting and prove its utility. But the importance of fast-
ing is much more than that. According to Islam the aim
of life is to attain nearness of God and the purpose of
man’s ecreation is that he should serve as a manifestation of
God’s attributes and should illustrate them in his life. The
Holy Quran says :

Oshensd NI LiV¥ly ool il by

‘And T have not created the ginn and the men
but that they may worship Me (i.e. serve Me and
receive the impress of My attributes).

That being the ecase, everything that enables man to
attain his object is most wvaluable. During the month of
fasting a Muslim not only abstains from all forms of evil
but also makes a determined and sustained effort to acquire
spiritual perfection. He recites the Holy Quran and ponde-
rs over it as much as his circumstances permit him to do. He
keeps awake in the latter part of the night and offers
additional prayers. He seeks God’s forgiveness and His
mercy by fervent prayers and humble devotion. Thus fast-
ing enables man to lead a life of purity and virtue and
draws him closer and ecloser to his Creator.

Islam is a perfeet religion and all its injunctions have
manifold advantages for the human race. Fasting is not
only beneficial from the spiritual point of view but is also
beneficial in many other ways. In the first place it serves
as training for hard times and develops patience and forti-
tude. During floods, epidemies, wars or other national emer-
gencies one has to face extreme hardships and unless peo-
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ple are sufficiently trained, the calamities can prove ruinous.

Governments train their soldiers only; but Allah desires that
every Muslim should partake of this training.

Secondly, when a man resists evil inclinations and
subdues worldly passions with a determined cffort, the will
power is developed to such an extent that it becomes casy
for him to carry out all his programmes to completion.
Success depends to a great extent upon the development of
one’s will power. The month of fasting provides an exce-
llent opportunity for such training.

Another important aspect of fasting is that it enables
the rich to form some idea of the dire consequences of want
and hunger. People born with a silver spoon in their mouth
and brought up in the midst of luxuries can hardly under-
stand the pangs of poverty. They do not know what sort
of life some of their unfortunate brethren are forced to
live. Being provided with all fadilities and comforts of life
they hardly know anything about the needs and requirements
of the poor people. During the month of fasting they have to
foregco some of these comforts and are made to realize
that there are many who are less fortunate than themselves
and live from hand to mouth all the year round. This arouses in
them a spirit of fellow feeling aud exhorts them to be more
mindful of their less fortunate brethren. We are told that
the Holy Prophet (Peace and blessings of God be upon him) took
special care to give alms during the month of fasting and
exhorted his followers to do the same. This shows that Ramazan
(the month of fasting) creates an atmosphere of love and
sympathy for the down trodden and bridges the gulf between
the rich and the poor. This in itself 1s a great blessing
and brings about harmony among different sections of society.

As mentioned above the institution of fasting 1s a
common feature of all religious systems. However, a comparative
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studv of ils aims and the manner in which it is observed
among diferent religions highlights the excellence of the teachings
of Islam. The following are some of the distinctive features of
the Islamic fast:

1.

1

The object of fasting among other people and other
religions is to subject human body to physical
torture. This, in their opinion, leads to salvation.
Islam rejects this view and clearly points out that
Allah does not like to put human beings to un-
necessary trouble and is not pleased with their
torture. All that He wants is that human beings
should learn to rule over their passions and shouid
lead a life of virtue and purity.

Among Hindus it is permissible to eat fruits and
uncooked vegetables during the fast. Among the
Christians there are no restrictions except that the
cating of leavened bread and' meat is not permitted.
These are all mecomplete restrictions and do not
fully serve the purpose for which a fast is observed.
Islam, on the contrary, lays down comprehensive
rules and prescribes complete abstention from eating
and drinking and from indulging in sexnal intercourse.

It is rather strange that among other religions the
practice ol fasting was made compulsory for a
particular set of people or section of the society
while some were exempted from this worship. Among
Parsees fasting is compulsory for religious heads
and leaders only, while among Hindus, the Brahmans
are exempted from the observance of this rite.
Among the Greeks, fasting was prescibed only for
the womenfolk. This sort of discrimination has no
basis and is obviously falacious. Islam does away
with such distinctions and clearly points out that

13



fasting is obligatory on all.

4. Like all other forms of worship, the Islamie fast
is unique in being both individual and collective.
The Muslims are expected to fast individually on
different days during the year, but during the
month of Ramazan all of them must fast, wherever
they may be. Collective fasting creates a special
atmosphere of devotion, piety and unity of purpose
among Muslims. Thus Islamic Fast is an extremely
useful institution. It brings man nearer his Creator
and enables him to lead a pure, simple life.

( Continued from page §8)

same view. As to the applicability of this sense of the
word to the habits of this animal there can be no question.
Everybody knows that it is extremely ugly and lives upon
filth, and is moreover the most shameless of all ereatures.
The reason of its prohibition 1s thus evident. Taken as
food its foul flesh will have the most injurious effect upon
the body as well as the soul, for we have shown above
that food affects the whole external as well as internal system
of man. The pre-Islamic physicians of the Greek school also
held that the flesh of this animal produced shamelessness,
On similar grounds the Holy Quran has prohibited the flesh
of animals that die a natural death, for, it also affects both
physical health and morals. Animals strangled or killed by
a blow are treated like those that die a natural death.

(From the Philosophy of the Teachings of Islam)
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Naseer Azampuri

RELIGION DEFENDS

Secular state mongers are usually heard crying that
“Religion is the root of all disturbances in the world. The
Holy Seriptures are but an anthology of diversified thoughts,
ideas, theories, emotions and sentiments. All hatred and con-
tempt is ultimately wedded to religious bias and expediencies.
But is it really so? My answer is in the negative™.

Religion in itself, cannot be held responsible for this
misunderstanding because the essence of religion is peace and
brotherhood. It is the wrong understanding of the spirit of
religion which is to be blamed. And in this sense, any ideology
affecting the life of human beings, religious or of any other
sort, is liable to be rendered ineffective in the achievement

of Its goals.

When we probe into religious philosophy. we find that
religion has got three aspects; namely, intuitive. scientifie

and practical.

This intuitive aspect takes another form-—an expressed
one. We enter the world of beliefs. Reason comes into
operation and serutinizes the whole skeleton of our theology.
After due analysis, reason ratifies what intuition experiences.
This makes the second aspect of religion which applies ‘Reason’
as its tool and removes totally all the complexities in the world

of beliefs.

Now the third aspect of religion secks its way. The
teachings of religion are evaluated in the practical life of
man and the society of which he is a member. The three
aspects are thus satisfied.
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This brief discussion about the nature of religion leads
us to the conclusion that a true religion manifests all the
above-mentioned aspects. Each aspect is to be supported and
supplemented by the other. If we neglect one, the whole
structure of religion will fall down. It is, however, a pity
to note that most of the prevalent religions do not employ all
the above-mentioned methods, thus leading to non-coinecidence
among them and hence making their altitudes towards
the religious life of man completely unscientific and unheal-
thy. More than often they display such phenomena which are
utterly irrational and non-sensical. The followers of such re-
ligious ideologies should realize the importance of these three
aspects, the adoption of which will ecnable them to reply any
philosophy which attacks their religious beliefs.

Islam, being a religion of Reason and enjoying the highest
place in the world of practice, is able to face any agression
from any circle. Islam ventures to employ Reason to the
extent that present or future pllilﬂﬁ[}p.}] y can think of. The Holy
Quran is full of verses in which we find strong recommendations
in favour of Reason.* Verily, Islam is the most perfect, the most
scientific, the most realistic and the most appealing religion of
the world of today. Let every body test the truth of the

statement.

We get instantly stunned and wonder struck. Why
this reaction? The key to this ‘why’ is that we are in-
stinctively perturbed. Something virulent takes place. Some-
thing from within ourselves stimulates our innate desire for
search—the search of the Hand who made this great universe

with all its wonders and complications.

At this juncture, we suddenly become aware of the
( Continued on page 21)

* (Refer to the following verses of the Holy Quran : 2:165, 171,
172, : 5:59, 104; 8:23; 10:43, 101; ete.)
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Mohammad Arshed M.Se.

SUN-THE GIVER OF LIFE

It is no wonder that many people in the world have wor-
shiped the sun, calling it the GIVER OF LII'E, which it most
certainly is. Some day rocket ships will blast their way from the
carth to the moon. Planets and moons will be explored by
the future space-travellers, but the sun will never be.

Today we know a good deal about the sun. Scientists
have studied it for over two centuries and are still studying it.
They have found out that the temperature at the surface
of the sun is 12000°F or nearly four times as hot as melting
iron, Nothing on earth could stand such heat. Everything
—rocks, soil, the earth itself would 'be changed into a hot
glowing gas.

The temperature at the centre of the sun is probably
20,000,000 °F, No fuel on earth can produce such heat.

If the sun were a soild ball of burning coal, its
temperature would have been much less and it would have
burned out millions of years ago.

Astronomers once believed that the Sun’s shrinking or
contraction was the source of its heat. Heat given out
by a shrinking sun would be much greater than heat
from a burning one. But later, it was discovered that the
sun gives out Thousand Times More Heat than even a shrink-
ing one could produce. The scientists are now sure that
the sun and other stars are tremendous atomic furnaces.

The Sun is Auge. Had it been a hollow ball, over
a million earths could have been dropped into it without
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taking up all the room. If the sun were put on an imaginary
scale, it would take 832,000 earths to balance its weight.
The sun is only one and a half times as heavy as an equal
volume of water.

In spite of all our great machines, most of the work
of the world is being done by the heat of the sun. This
heat makes water evaporate and causes the vapours to go
into the air. The air has many millions of tons of invisible
water ian it. Fach year the heat of the sun cvaporales
enough water to cover the entire surface of the carth to
a depth of three feet. When the air is warm it can hold
more moisture and when it cools down it holds less. Con-
sequently some of the water in it falls as rain. The rain that falls
on the land makes plants grow. It keeps animals alive. It
makes brooks, rivers and lakes. We dam up some of the rivers
to prevent floods, to produce electricity, and to irrigate the
land. All this is possible because the sun’s heat causes water
to evaporate.

The heat of sun warms the air too, keeping 1t con-
stantly on the move. The same heat causes all the winds
and currents in the oceans. Most of the plants cannot
orow when the temperature is less than about 40 °F. In
the presence of sunshine plants not only grow, but manu-
facture their own food from water and carbon dioxide.
Plants use sunligcht to convert water and carbon dioxide
into sugar from which they make starch and other kinds of

food.

Sometimes plants which have died and been buried in
swampy places slowly change to PEAT and COAL. We dig

this coal and use it to run factories and heat our homes.
This is why coal is sometimes called BURIED SUNLIGHT—and

that is exactly what it is. The petroleum from which GASOLINE
is made probably came from tiny sea plants which were
buried in ancient times. The food these plants made, by
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the help of sunlight, was stored as oil and this has slowly
been changed into PETROLEUM,

Nearly all the kinds of energy we use for our material
and cultural needs are derived from solar energy. The
chemical energyv of coal, peat or wood, the muscular energy
of animal. or of man himself, are all of them solar radia-
tion energy which has undergone a number of transmuta-
tion processess on a vast scale,

For a true picture of the sun, we must also compare
it with other stars. Our sun is aboutl100 times less brighter
than the Blue-white stars and 100 times brighter than
the faint-red stars. Sun is just about in the middle. It is
of medium - size, medium heat, and not outstanding.

But for us it is the most important star in the universe.

No star is as important to us as the one we call
“THE SUN’. Of millions upon millions of stars in the
heavens. the sun is the nearest and the brightest. The tempera-
ture at the outer surface of the sun is about 6000°F while
the temperature inside the sun, though never measured, is
probably 20,000,000°F.

Odd as it may seem, the temperature of the sun is
too hot to be produced by burning. When coal burns, for
example, the carbon, of which it is largely made, joins
with oxygen to form a gas called carbon dioxide. Both
carbon and oxygen are found at the surface of the sun.
But at a temperature of 12000 degrees they have so much
energy that they cannot combine together to form ecarbon
dioxide. So the ecarbon ecannot burn. The heat of the sun
does not come from burning coal or any other fuel. If the
sun were a solid ball of burning coal, its temperature would
have been much less and it would have burned out millions

of vears ago.
The amazing discoveries about atomic energy offer
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the best explanation of the sun’s great heat. In the sun
and stars alike the gas called Hydrogen is changed into an-
other gas—Helium. The change is not simple. Other chemicals,
especially carbon, nitrogen, and oxygen may be involved.

A ton of hydrogen does not become a ton of helium. It
ends up thirteen pounds less. This loss of weight means
that a small amount of the sun’s matter has changed into
heat and other forms of energy viz. light, X-rays and radio
waves. When matter changes into energy in the sun, the
loss in weight is small as compared to the energy produced.
But because the sun is so tremendous, its loss in weight
amounts to four million tons a second. For the sun, this
is next to nothing. The sun has been changing matter into
energy for bhillions of years, but still it is so large that
it will continue te give us light and heat for billions of
yvears to come. The weight of the sun is 332,000 times the
weght of the earth while its volume is more than million
times the volume of the earth. Compared to 1its size, the
sun is not heavy. It is only one and a hall tumes as
heavy as an equal volume of water. The energy from the
sun is called radiant energy, because it radiates out from
the sun like heat from a fireplace. Light is visible radiant
energy. Other types of radiant energy such as radio-waves,
heat waves, X-rays and ultra-violet light are invisible. Ultra-
violet light is used to kill germs in the air of hospitals and
school-rooms. When milk and other foods are exposed to
ultra-violet light, a chemical very much like vitamin-D is
formed in them. The electric current inside a fluorescent
tube makes ultra-violet light too. This strikes the special

chemicals that coat the tube and causes a soft flowing
light.

It is hard to realize the amount of energy that pours
from the sun year after year and century after century.
This energy goes out in space in all directions. Only one
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two-billionth of it strikes the earth. Practically all the light
and heat of the sun, like that from other stars, is lost in
space. Less than half of the sunlight that reaches the
earth gets down to the ground. Yet the small amount of
encrgy that does is great beyond telling. The value of the
solar cnergy that the ecarth receives cannot be reckoned in
Rupees. At the cheapest rate for current, the amount of
electricity needed to make the energy the earth gets from
sunlight would cost many billions of rupees for a single

twelve hour day.
aatliooy
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( Continued from page 16)

fact that we have not been created without any purpose.
The creator has definite purposes behind our ereation. We also
find that this whole world is full of pain, miseries, grievances,
diseases, cruelty, disobedience and hundred and one other
evils. We are pinched at this sight and our inner self is made
to react in a particular way. The reaction is fairly strong.
It grumbles. Let us turn this dreadful scene into a calm, easing
situation. Let us make this hell a paradise. We feel fully
prepared to accept this grumbling voice — the outcome of
our inner reaction. What is responsible for this immediate
reaction ? This is the first and foremost aspect of religion.

We call it the Intuitive aspect.
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A. R. Junaid Hashmi

STORY OF MY FAILURES

It was a hot and burning summer day when 1 was
running at top speed on a lonely treeless path from my village
to the nearby railway station. The day of announce-
ment of my Matrie result had come at last! Beads ol
perspiration were streaming down my flushed cheeks, and my
heart was beating at the rate of 140 per minute., It was
a doomsday—the day of judgement and rewards, the day of
action and reaction and the day of tears and laughters.
Only an hour was left when the high hopes of my mother
would be fulfilled and my father’s promise to get me admitted
in a college was to come true. I was running hard to
meet the oncoming train carrying the newspaper of my result.
After half an hour’s strenuous exercise | reached my destina-
tion and started looking down on the result-sheet with flow-
ing nose and tearful eyes, spoiling the whole page in an
effort to locate my roll number. My roll number was at
the end. I was allowed to re-appear in English Language
and was given another chance to clear it in the month of
November. 1 could not gauge my actual feelings as to whether I
should weep or smile, suffer or rejoice. dance into the air
or jump into a well! Should I go home to break the news
to my father or run away bv the same train which had
brought this news? I stood there like a statue on the lonely
platform for a while and then walked home with a heavy

heart.

I told my father the true story and convinced him
to get me admitted in any college with the promise that
‘T shall come up to his expectations with my diligence and
hard work in studies, I shall clear English  after
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three months and will surely improve in my next class.” So
within ten days I was ushered in the presence of the Principal
and submitted my admission form. He was well known for
his sympathetic attitude towards the poor and rejected class
of students, so he only corrected the spellings of my name
and checked the date of my birth and soon I was enrolled
along with scores of others who were put under compartment in

English like myself.

Within a few days I was back on my feet ; gazed at my
classfellows, and selected some of the bright faced youngsters
to be my friends. Soon I found myself quite popular and
social sort of a fellow among my class-mates and seniors.
I had taken up the easiest subjects, and of course Economics
as was suggested by one of my seatfellows and which was
believed to be not only an ecasy subject but also beneficial
for my future career. After some days I was encouraged
and coaxed by bright-eyed companions to take part in
“extra-curricular activities’ of the college, and indulged myself
in the ensuing College Union election, and in many and
varied programmes of Socicties, groups and games.

Thus I passed my days making friends and foes, compa-
nions and opponents. 1 cleared my FEnglish in the supple-
mentary KExamination obtaining a third division in the second
attempt, but this was overlooked like a floating dream. I
was immersed head and foot in enjoying my college life. Noth-
ing bothered me more than my dress and hairdo. O! the
feel of pencil-thin short trousers, the crested hairdo of in-
tricate swirls and reverse combings! This was done to shock
on-lookers and attract attention! We were a gang of so to
say “‘popular students of the same age and thinking.”” We
evaded ‘‘fests”” and examinations under various excuses and
pretexts. Similarly by tactful contrivances we got remitted
our absence fines. The simplest form of my disgust for
study and books was to become absent-minded in the lecture-
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room and to look innocently towards our learned professor.
A few nods at intervals would easily convince my worthy
professor that I was absorbing his deliberations with a recep-
tive mind. As soon as the last bell rang our favourite haunts
were the recreation centres, the green, velvety fields or the
fine and smooth roads where enthusiasm, thrll, attraction
and affection were awakened in my whole body. Well-tailored
suits, bright coloured ties, slouched caps and tight trousers gave
me a steadying effect.

After two vears the doomsday of my labour and toil
had to bring fruit. Intermediate final Examination was
scheduled to be held in the balmy, sleepy season of April.
Suddenly it dawned upon me that I could mnot make
amends for my past fruitless and pointless activities. |
must strain my nerves and burn the midnight ‘‘electricity,”
bring the heaven and earth together. I must melt the fat
of my stolid body. Now I was like a camel in a limitless
desert, a rudderless ship on the wide ocean. I was like a for-
lorn bird left behind its flock ; spurned by fate and ruined
by time. I shed tears over my pillow at nicht and cried
in wilderness during daytime! But the onslought of the
cruel examination came like a thunderous black cloud over
my already dimmed horizon of mind. The Laws of KEconomics
The Law of Diminishing Returns—haunted my intellect and
was beginning to show its curve. Other things (hope of
success) remaining constant, when one factor (the fear of failure)
is increased there is always a prnpurtiﬂnaté decrease in the
marginal return in satisfaction by each successive unit of
foot steps towards the result sheet, until the mind is entirely
out of balance and one becomes almost crazy and neurotic™.
Anvhow I was revising, memorising, and devising all means
to get through the Annual Examination. I had become mentally
upset ; my professors dubbed me as blockhead and half mad.

At last I entered the Examination Hall with a sinking
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heart and feverish brain. I did my papers with girded up
loins tightly wound up with snake-coloured belt and, through
Parker pen, the ink of my ideas poured from the store
house of my jammed and ecrammed up brain. After the
examination I remained in the embryvo of hopes and fears,
expectations and torments, rejoicings and tortures, waiting for
the result. Such strange mixture of feelings can only be
measurcd by those whose results hang in a balance. They
know their shortcomings.

After the ordeal of IIxamination I again drowned my-
sell headlong in eafra-curricular aciivities and tried to forget
the past. But after a few days before the announcement
of the results, all the sleeping beauties of college day-dreams
suddenly woke up. I could not control my movements, 1
was excited bevond deseription. My result was to be declared
within twenty four hours. My class-mates had now contaeted
me and we were again a band of noisy and clamorous
fellows. 1 was encouraged by their' faith 1n me, but I was
sluggish and cowardly. Still, I was dragged towards the
notice Board. A lively scene mel my eves. The Notice Board
was crowded like a bee-hive with students. [ jumped inte
the multitude and eraned my neck over the shoulders of a friend
and scanned the sheet with my mvopie eves. Oh the
horror! My roll-number was missing! I was confused and
worried but somebody’s clarion voice rose above the din and
thundered that I had got compartment in Economies.
A current of iey chill ran through my back-bone. 1 was
tongue-tied for a moment but the hope of joining the degree-
class ran warm blood through my nerves. Finally I was
admitted provisionally in III year, and given four chances
to eclear the drab, dry and boring subject—Economics.

Now I forced myself to sit on the desk and listen to
the lectures with rapt attention and coneentration. But the
gaudy-coloured shirts, and tightly-fitted trousers again disturbed
my pool of determination and soon I was oblivieus of my elass
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and study. I again roamed about the world of my creation, and
went astray in my mind. KEconomies had made me miser-
able. I was at my wits ends and could not make out the
end of my present plight. I had failed thrice in Economies
and it was my fourth and the last chance. 1 was now In
IV year, but was still unable to eclear this blot of compart-
ment of the Intermediate Examination, Economics had failed
me. It had ruined me. I was buried in a thick pall of gloom.
I could not sit in my B.A. Examination unless I cleared
this bug-bear of a subject which had now become a complex
and a nightmare. As soon as I buried my head into the
book of Economics, one by one the happy moments spent
with cheerful youngsters, the care-free hours in recreations
and tea parties, the zcalous days spent in lively debates and
manifold extra-curricular activities, passed before the eyes
of my mind. By and by I lost all self-confidence and tenacy
of struggle in life. By the time I sat for the last chance
of my Compartment Examination, I was a total wreck. 1
heard, as expected, that I had failed in Eeconomics for the
fourth time, and along with it came an order from the University
like a bolt from the blue, that I had to re-appcar in all the
subjects next time, if it ever comes to my head to join a college.

I had spoiled four precious years of my life without obtain-
ing any degree or even a diploma but still the happy memories
of the college life haunt my solitude. Academically I am
still a third-class Matrie, but when I lay down my tired
and belaboured body in the still of the night, on my bed,
in a lonely and silent village hut, the vivid and unerasable
picture of the past appears to my mind. T can still recollect
the “moony trips’’ on the river-side, the zealous and
lively debates, the noisy and clamorous sports, the happy and
carefree gossips in tuckshop and the whispers and remarks in
class room. Then I place my weary head into the bliss of
this strange and dreamy world and soon drown myself into a
deep slumber.
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Hasan Muhammad Khan
(M. A. Student)

GLIMPSES OF AFRICA

Look at the full moon. Imagine if by some miracle
Africa would have been there. Let me tell vou it would
be five times bigger than it is, and nights would have been
considerably brighter. The illuminated face of the full moon
is only one fifth of the total surface arca of Africa. The face
of the moon which we see is only about 22 lac square
miles, whereas Africa’s area is nearly one crore sixteen lac
square miles. This dark continent could become a search light
for the earth if it could replace the candle light moon,

Africa is about one fifth of iluhe whole world. It is
the second largest continent on earth—only a little smaller
than Asia. It could swallow (wo South Amerieas. The Sahara
alone is larger than the whole of the United States. Ghana, Ni-
geria, Congo, Tanganyka and the rest, are giants compared
with the lilliputian countries of Europe. Lake Tanganvka is
the world’s largest lake—400 miles broad and nearly a mile
deep—exceeded only by Baikal. The Nile is the longest river
in the world. Victoria Falls is twice as high and nearly
as wide as the Niagara falls of the United States. The Suexz
canal is the longest ship canal of the world. It is one hundred
miles long and twice the length of Panama Canal.

Like a great castle protected by huge walls, surrounded by
water moats, Alrica does not allow foreign intruders to penetrate
the continent. No other part of the world has been so effectively
scaled off from invaders. The result is that Africa is a world
in itself, and has developed forms and ways of life quite
different from the rest on earth.
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Its animal life alone is queer and strange and makes it
a strange continent. It is the exclusive home of the hippo-
potamus. Nature created the fantastic giraffe on this great
continent. The bulfallo of Pakistan 1s meek, tame and a fine
milk giving animal of our housechold. We are delighted
to drink its milk. But in Africa it i1s regarded as the most
dangerous of wild game. The gorilla, largest of the anthro-
poid apes, is in Africa as 1s the cleverest and most man-
like ape, the chimpanzee.

Most unfortunately this has been the continent which
has been supplying the greatest number of slaves to America—
the free human labour—and now even this black man of
America 18 striving to break his social shackles. It is one
of Africa’s incredible contradictions that this continent which
gave rise to the first known civilization is now the most
backward of all continents. China’s recorded history goes
back to 2200 B.C. Egypt’s story begins more than 5000 B.C,
The cradle of civilization was in Africa. The first of the
seven wonders of the world is the Pyramids of King
Cheops in Egypt built in 4000 vears B.C.

There 1s a large room for a very few pcople in Africa,
The population of the whole of Africa is 225,000,000. This
means only nineteen persons to a square mile. In Holland
there are 882 people to a square mile, Japan 642, and In
England 552. Due to lack of education, people are backward
and have not been able to explore the riches of this conti-
nent. Beneath the surface, there lie fabulous riches un-
equalled in any other continent.

Colonialism has been the greatest curse of this continent.
It has tremendously helped to enrich the European powers.
Ninety percent of the world’s diamond comes from Africa.
In 1958 Southern Rodesia produced the greatest number of
emeralds of purest quality. All the world’s cobalt is supplied
by Africa. The columbite with which jet planes are flown
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is all Afriecan. Africa produces the greatest amount of chro-
mium in the whole world.

| Huge oil fields have recently been discovered benecath
the sands of Sahara. Nine foreign companies from the U.S.A.,
Canada, and the Netherlands have obtained concession in
partnership with French firms. The finest grade of cotton
comes from Africa. No other continent supplies as much
cocoa as Africa. Half the sisal supply of the world comes
from Africa.

Congo is a country situated in-south of Central Africa.
A great river whose name is also Congo runs through the
country. It is the chief bighway of both Congos. It is the
world’s third largest river surpassed only by the Nile and
Amazon. Together with its tributaries, it provides 12,000 miles
of navigable water for steamers and twice that for launches
and canoes. In some places it is twenty four miles wide.
It is dotted with more than 4000 islands. When it rcaches
the ocean it does not quit. but continues to roll a hund-
red miles out into the sea. Nowhere are tribal customs
more primitive than in the Congolese jungle, and yet the
Congo drums have carried the news of independence to the

last village.

Then there is a huge lake—the Victoria Nianza. Lord
Curzon described Vietoria falls as ““The greatest river wonder
of the world’’. It is twice as high as Niagara in United
states and one and a half times as wide. It hurls River
Zambesi over the edge of a cliff at 75,000,000 gallons per
minute. The average height is 304 feet and the height of
the greatest fall is 355. These are really strange facts but
the unique thing about this waterfall is its behaviour after
it falls.

Facing the waterfall is another cliff equally high with
a chasm about 100 feet wide between them. Into this chasm
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the water fall thunders. And as vou walk along the edge
of the cliff for a mile, yvou pass by the various parts of
the great spectacle, the Eastern Cataract, the Boiling Pot,
the Rainbow Falls, the ILavingstone Island, the Main Falls,
the Cataract Island and the Devil’s Cataract. And all of them
within a stone’s throw.

It is not an easy walk. A drenching rain is falling.
The wind coming up by the waterfall seems determined to
rip the oilskin from your back, and in many places on the path
the water {from the everlasting rain is ankle deep, and
deeper in the mudholds.

The water after crashing on the rocks is blocked by
the facing cliff. The down rush has made a strong down-
draught of air. There is no place for this air to go except
upward on the other side.

So up it ecomes., carrying the spray with
it. It not only rises some 350 -feet to the edge of the
cliff but keeps continuously going up for another 5000 feet,
making the famous pillar of cloud which is the distinctive
feature ol Victoria. These lofty columns of rising rain can
be seen fifty miles away. Interlaced with them are brilliant
rainbows.

At last the uprush loses momentum, and down again
comes the water on the heads of observers in a torrential
tropical  downpour of oversized drops tossed  about
by the conflicting winds from the chasm.

You must have read about Kalahari desert in Africa.
There is Bechuanaland. Let us see how the people live there.
The Bushmen of the Kalahari are the most primitive of
all primitives. A few of them are left. Many were wiped out
by the Boers who marched into the Kalahari, killing as they
went. But the desert rose up in defense of its people and
routed the Invaders.
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They are small people, about five feet high. Their
shoulders are broad, with loose muscles and their legs supple.
They can run like wind. When there is no reason to hurry
they go at a trot, and hardly seem to know how to walk,
They ecan see distant objeets which are quite invisible to
ordinary human eves.

The Bushman 1is characterised by what the scientist
likes to call steatopygia, which merely means that his ramp
projects like the hump ol a camel. It serves the same
purpose, acting as a storehouse of fats and carbohydrates
ready for use when food cannot be had. When the hunting
1s good the Bushman’s buttocks stand out so far and flat
that one could set a glass of water on it.

The other remarkable feature of the Bushman's
anatomy is the male sexual organ which stands
constantly ereet. It stands when the c¢hild is born, and 1t
remains erect even when a Bushman of eight years dies.
He never hides or conceals this feature of his anatomy.
Rather, he exhibits it as a mark of pride, so much so,
that his own name for his people is “‘Qhwai-khwe’’, the ever
standing.

He does not hesitate to tackle the largest animals.
He goads an elephant into pursuing him and while the
great beast vainly tries to overtake him, one of his com-
panions runs up from behind the animal and cuts the ten-
dons above the heels. This completely disables the great
beast so that it can easily be finished with knives and
spears.

He uses the lion as a hunting dog. IHe drives an
antelope towards a lion, allows the lion to kill the game
and eat part of it, then drives him off and divides the rest
of the meat among his friends. He may use the same lion
repeatedly and an understanding grows up between the two
hunters. The lion becomes familiar and even affectionate,
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follows his master like a big cat, and plays the game faith-
fully so long as he is allowed his share of the booty,

Incidentally he hunts a lady in the same way as he
would hunt any other creature. Using a very small bow
and arrows tipped with perfume rather than poison, he
stalks his intended girl and, when near enough, shcots an
arrow into her rump. If she pulls it out and breaks it, he
has lost his suit. If she keeps it, he has won a wife.

During the dry season the Kalahari shows no sien of moisture.
Any stranger would be doomed to death by thirst. But the
Bushman knows where to find the sip-wells —stores of water deep
beneath the sand. He inserts a long, hollow reed and
drinks. If he wishes to take water back to the camp for
his family he lets the sipped water spill out of his mouth
into an ostrich shell and in a remarkably short time ecan
fill two of these mnatural containers with the cool liquid.

Christiamity found a fertile field in these unlettered
mhabitants of Africa., The missionaries reaped a rich harvest
for a long time. Sinee the beginming of this century some of
the evangelists were of the opinion that sooner or later the
Cross would rule over the whole of Africa. Muslim Africa
was dumb-stricken before this great sweep. But just in the
second decade, Ahmadiyya Missionaries spread throughout the
East and the West of Africa. Now the tables have been
turned. Islam is gaining. in some of the areas, len conver-
ts as compared to one to Christianity. Strong educational units
are working in some countries. Missionaries are working feverish-
ly to save this continent f{from man - worship of Jesus and
trying hard to bring the creatures of God under the king-
dom of One God which is presented by Islam alone in the
modern age.
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Aftab Ahmad M. A.

Letter Openers’ Club

Ours is an age of democracy and trade-unionism. Every
group of “‘like-minded” people forms itselt into a body or
a club, gets itself registered and begins to activate the

people of the same ilk by enlarging its membership, thereby
contributing towards the over-all progress of the country
and democracy.

Keeping apace with the times, it is our intention to
form a club of the people holding similar beliefs with us,

and whose energies are being squandered away at present,
for lack of an organised body.

The aims and objects of the club are set down below:-

(1) The name of the club would be the ““Letter Openers’
Club”. It would be a club duly registered with
the Government and efforts would be made to
obtain some grant from the government in order to
make it a ‘‘recognised and aided mstitution”,

(2) The membership of the club would NOT be open
to all and sundry; only highly educated, civilized
and most cultured people would be allowed to
become the members.

(3) Every member would be required to open at
least two letters a week, of his friends, and read
them thoroughly.

(4) Members would be encouraged to snatch other
people’s letters before the owners could reach them
and open and read them before the owners could.

(5) Foreign coaches would be engaged to teach the
members the art of looking over the shoulders of
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friends while they are reading their letters.

(6) Annual competitions would be held to sclect *Mur:
Letter Opener of the Year’, who will be awarded
a gold medal whereas the runners up would be
oiven silver and bronze medals. A consolation
prize would be offered to the beginner who had
done his best in the very first year.

(7) Foreign scholarships would be awarded to the
most promising and talented persons and opportunities
for advanced training and higher studies in this
art would also be provided.

(8) KEvery year a compaign of “‘open more letters of
others’’ would be launched to make the club
popular and fulfil its aims.

(9) A co-operative branch of the elub would be established
with the object of encouraging co-opcrative letter
opening and co-operative letter reading.

(10) Highly advanced and newly discovered techniques
would be introduced in order to enable the mem-
bers to wriggle themselves out of any diflicult
situation.

(11) Efforts would be made to establish a world bank
which would provide loans to nations which were
yet backward in the art of letter opening.

These are, in brief, the main aims and objects of the
club. It is expected that there would be a great rush for
the membership. To avoid disappointment and to uphold
the traditions of justice and fair-play, a test would be held
for selection, whose dates would be announced shortly.
Readers are meanwhile informed to keep themselves fit and

ready.
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Mohammad Arshed M.Se.

How to Study so that
You Don't Forget

To start with, you must have all the materials
you need such as dictionary, textbook, pen, ink,
ete. right before you so that you don’t waste
time in gathering them at the last minute.
Time and place should be definite and decided
and it should be the same every day,

Be confident in your ability and don’t worry.
Practise ‘SILENT READING’ because only silent
reading can help you reproduce the materials
silently in the examination hall.

Study with the intention of remembering things
even after the exams. In this way you will not
forget them before the examination.

Study as if you are learning new facts to discuss
them in the society.

Start each new topic with a one-minute review
of the previous one and try to find the relation
between the two.

Before starting the new topie, skim rapidly over
it, noticing headings, topies and illustrations, and
then start studying it.

Test your progress after every one or two topies,

by reciting the matter learnt.
It is better to read through the whole lesson

several times than to master one part at a time.
Understand what you read and criticise it by
applying your own thinking.
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(12)

(13)

(14)

(16)

Associate the new facts and ideas with the ones
alrcady in your mind.

Space or distribute your study. Several short
periods are better than a [few long periods of
practice,

The time immediately after learning 1s the time vou
forget the fastest. Therefore review a lesson several
times a few hours after vou have finished studying
it. A five-minute summary and review after study-
ing will frequently double the amount ol material
you will recall.

After you havelearnt and understood something pretty
thoroughly, keep on learning it a few extra times
for good measure. In other words overlearn.
OVERLEARNING is necessary to check early
forgetting.

Discuss what you have studied with your friends.
Think about it at various times during the day
while walking, eating, riding and at other suitable

times.
Rest for a few minutes after studving a complicated

subject.
Review and summarize your day’s work as the

last thing before you go to sleep.
There should be no entertainment in progress in the

form of radio, gramophone, novels ete. immediately
before going to bed.

Invent your own methods for remembering things,
for these are often better than those supplied by
others because they best fit your own personal

needs.



Muhamimad Zakaria

An Incomplete Story

I do not exactly remember what I was thinking of
when suddenly I heard the Professor saying that every
student had to write a story. It was really a great problem for
me. I have written many things, but never a story.

I started thinking out some plot for the story. It
was after a day that I again remembered the task. I jotted
down a few plots but did not know how to write the
story.

At about 9 0’clock at night I again made up my mind
to write it. And I had really a good plot before me.
My hero was a teen-ager named Qais. He was very
brilliant and brave. One night while he was lying in bed,
gazing at the full moon, he felt a stroeng desire of going
there. Suddenly he noticed that the moon was moving to-
wards him and that after an hour or so, it was just near
his bed. To his great astonishment, he found that the moon
smiled at him and said good morning,

Qais: ‘“Who are you? Are you the real moon 7

Moon: ““Yes, I am. 1 want to be friendly with you.

Why don’'t you come to my place?”

Qais; “Yes, I would like to acecompany vyou. But 1

don't know how to go there,”’

Moon : ““Alright, T give you a rocket which will take

you to my capital.”

So saying, the moon gave a small rocket to Qais.
And suddenly he found that the moon was again far in the
sky, leaving a small rocket in his hand. He started
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testing the rocket but very soon it fell on the ground
and as he tried to pick it up. I started writing what
happened next. I found that I had hit the table with

my forehead.

Just at the moment my neighbour knocked at the
door. ““What is the time 7"’ he asked. This intrusion disturbed
all my thoughts. I was so much occupied with my story
that T did not know when I went to sleep. I was no more n
a mood to know what happened with my hero. 1 went to
bed. The thought of the story was most painful to me. 1
was no more interested in knowing what the hero did with
the rocket. Did he go to the moon or was he in some

trouble like me?

Just then I discovered that the story was not given
even a title. So, I started thinking over it and the first
title that struck my mind was, ““An Incomlete Story™.

The Professor took my note book and said **What 1s
this.......... ..two pages only and not yet completed.

““Sir, the title says it is an incomlete story. How
can you expect a complete one?”’, was my innocent reply.
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Parvez C. Hossen

RENAISSANCE IN ISLAM

History bears evidence to the fact that the world has gone
through several stages of reformation since its creation. The
reformation. in its dilferent stages, brought about many
changes and modified to a certain extent our concepts of religion,

polities., economy and society.

People usually refer to the reformation as the religious
and political revolution of the 16th century when Europe
emerged out  of its deep slumber, commonly known as the
Dark Age. into the New lra. This transitional period from
the Dark to the modern age is known as the Renaissance.
But I do not propose to discuss Renaissance in this technically
narrower sense. Instead, 1 shall deal with an another one
of a much wider and fuller signficance which took place in
the world of Religion—more exactly in Islam.

Islam is one of the latest religions of the world, In
fact it 1s a perfect and complete code of law. God SAVS
in the Holy Quran : ““This day have I perfected yvour religion
for you and completed my favour upon you and have chosen
for vou Islam as religion”. The Holy Prophet (peace be
upon him) brought us the Holy Quran and expounded its
glories to the world. Many were those who felt its veracity
and, consequently, embraced the fold of Islam.

The Holy Quran has, since long, been proved to be
the only authentic book of revelations and laws which has
not been tampered with like others. e.g. the Bible.
Hence we, Muslims, are in possession of one ol the most
mimportant books in the world which ean lead us to
salvation. But unfortunately we have not given enough of
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our time to understand it properly. Muslims have been
listening to the Mullahs, who have distorted the Hadiths
and who have given wrong interpretations of the verses of
the Holy Quran, so much so, that a large majority of them
belicve that there will be no prophets after the Holy Prophet
(Peace be upon him) except Jesus Christ. In other words these
Mullhas want us to believe that Almighty Allah has stopped
all communications with His creatures. But God cannot let

His sheep go astray.

All the religions of the world contain prophecies concern-
ing the advent of a Prophet in this age. Again it 18
foretold that these promised prophets will propagate the
truth throughout the world and that the true religion will
manifestly triumph over all other religions. The conclusion
is unavoidable that all these prophecies refer to one and
the same person who shall, by means of his spiritual powers,
gather together men of all faiths, and guide the nations
of the world along the right path.. So, in fulfilment of thesc
prophecies contained in the Holy Quran, the Hadiths and
other previous scriptures, He sent us His messenger. And
that messenger was none but the Promised Messiah (peace be
upon him). He was the one who brought about the promised re-
formation in Islam. Being divinely guided, He explained fto
us the true meanings of the word of God.

The birth of the Messiah (peace be upon him) was a land-
mark in our history. His was a revolutionary period and denoted
a certain phase in the developing attitude of the Mushms
towards the Holy Book. Hence there is no reason why we
should not take it as a reformative stage in Islam. Accordingly
our renaissance started from the day the Promised Messiah

(peace be upon him) came to the world.

Ahmad of Qadian (peace be upon him) was born on a Friday
morning, the 13th of February 1835, and according to Biblical
Chronology his birth was in accordance with ecarlier prophecies,
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The persons, who were present on that eventful day, were wonder
struck by the divine halo that surrounded the lovely baby
In due course he grew into a handsome boy with remarkable
traits of piety. Since his early childhood he showed signs
that he was not with this world but lived in an atmosphere
of purity and was always immersed in holy things.

He received a scanty education under the tutors
appointed by his father. He was, moreover, mitiatated into
the rudiments of medicine by his experienced father,

Days rolled into months and months into years until
Ahmad was called upon by God to claim that he was the
Promised Messiah. Accordingly he wrote several books viz : Fateh
Islam. Tauzih-e-Maram, Izala Auham, to establish his eclaim,
and declared : ‘I say it over and over again, and nothing
can stop me from saying it, that 1 am the one who has
been sent to regencrate mankind so that religion and the
love of God may be established afresh in the hearts of
men. 1 have been sent like the one who came after Moses
and whose spirit was taken up into the heavens during
Herod’s reign after much suffering™. (Fateh Islam)

And in a lettter addressed to Hazrat Maulvi Noor-ud-Din
in the year 1885 he said: ‘“The undersigned, author of
“Braheen-i- Ahmadiyya, has been commissioned by God to try, in
the spirit of the Prophet of Nazareth, the Israeclite Messiah, to
regenerate mankind through perfect humility, meekness, humble-
ness and solicitude, and to show to those who are unaware of the
right way. the straight path, by walking in which true salvation
is attained and in this very world are seen the sions of
heavenly life and the rays of divine aceceptance and favour’’,

But unfortunately the people rejected him and shouted
their denial and demanded for relevant scriptural evidence,
He, therefore, referred to the Holy Quran and with divine
help, elucidated the prophecies—1:7; 24:56;73:16. He also

41



quoted what Jesus (peace be upon him) said to his disciples : ““Ye
shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say : Blessed is he that
cometh in the name of the Lord (Math’. 24 : 39)

FFrom Bukhari we learn that the Holy Prophet (peace be
upon him) says: “How will you be when the son of Mary comes
and stays with you: He will be your Imam from among
yourselves’’,

Obviously the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) did not
mean the son of Mary who was put on the cross. In fact he
stated clearly that the Mehdi would be ““from among your-
selves’”, i.e. he would not desecend from the heavens but
would appear from among the Muslims of the age.

Hence it ensues that the elaim of the Promised Messiah
is well founded. Moreover Ahmad of Qadian (peace be upon him)
has broken the cross by refuting the doetrine of ecrucifixion
and proving beyond doubt that Jesus died in Srinagar, Kashmir
and not on the cross as was believed.

Having proved his authenticity as the Promised Messiah
and Mehdi of the age, Ahmad started his world-wide refor-
mation. Tlis teachings did not affect the Muslim world only
but, to a very great extent, made a lasting 1mpression on
the whole world, Before the advent of the Mehdi (peace be
upon him) Muslims were embracing Christianity by thousands. The
tenets of Islam were not observed. Mushims were always
on the defensive. Moreover they used to adopt an apologetie
attitude when they were attacked by the Christians. But
with the advent of the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him)
new life was imparted to the Muslims and consequently these
same Muslims, who used to remain on the defensive, started the
conquest of Christendom and others too. A redeeming feature
of the age is the establishment of mosques in European
countries.

Many Muslims believed in the abrogation theory about

42



certain portions of the Holy Quran and would have never
listened to reason had the Messiah not come. He dealt a
death blow to that theory by giving the correct interpretation
of these verses and showing that they do not eclash with
each other. The peak of his achievements was that he
proved Islam to be a living religion and that all other
religions were dead ones.

True to that with whiech he had been entrusted, he
has set free the human spirit from a long period of bondage
to oppressive materialism and immorality. Verily, he established
the superiority of the Holy Quran over all scriptures of the
world. His books, which cover a very wide range of religious
topics and which instil us with a new interest in the
living God, have been spread in all corners of the world,

We cannot come in contact with his writings without.
feeling his deep spiritual nature and absolute genuineness
Every sentence which he has written is alive and speaks
volumes of his purity. |

However, History repeats itself. As every Prophet of
God has suffered so he was persecuted and insulted by his
enemies — enemies of Islam. Countless efforts were made to
check the spread of his teachings. And when his enemies
saw that they were unsuccessful in their attempts, they
resorted once more to defamation and insults. But God had
promised to help him and thus the Great Reformer and
Mehdi (peace be on him) steered his ship safely amidst a multi-
tude of human rocks.

A succession of worldly mullahs brought the Muslims
into flagrant discord with the principles of Islam and caused
a good majority of them to turn a deaf car to the Promised
Messiah (peace be upon him). Thus our Muslim brethrens were led
astray like the sheep of Israel. But the Mehdi (peace be upon him)
did not surrender. With renewed interest, he resolutely set to
work to rally these forsaken men under his banner. He was in-
defatigable in his efforts to lead mankind back to the pure
unity of God. He repeatedly published books and pamphlets
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inviting the world to question his authenticity.

The educated classes had lost their grasp upon morality.
The Islamic virtues were scorned by the foremost and ablest
thinkers. They were too much with the world to pay at-
tention to the wise words of the Promised Messiah (peace be on
him).

It was due to these specific qualities and diverse circum-
stances that the Re-Birth of Islam took place.

In his late years he implored God to give give him
a son. His prayers were heard and God promised him an
illustrious son who would spread the message to all corners
of the world. In fact the birth of that son was a heavenly
sign and a blessing to the Promised Messigh (peace be upon
him),

The Medhi has always exhibited the greatest confidence
in the Almighty Allah. He covered a large number of volumes,
expounding the glories of Ahmadivat or True Islam. He
confirmed, demonstrated and vindicated the truth, excellence
and beauty of Islam by heavenly signs.
| Thus the Reformer and Mehdi of this ape came to
reform this corrupted world where the inhabitants had lost
all contact with their Creator, and where sanctity was not
to be found. Seckers of Truth recognise him and know that
he 1s the Champion of Islam. He is the Mechdi (peace be upon
him) whom we have been waiting for. He came to light our
path and to guide us.

Through our presentleader, Hazrat Khalifatul MasihII, the
promised son, the reformation is still going on. And we
are proud to say that the number of people embracing
the fold of Ahmadiyat or True Islam is increasing by leaps
‘and bounds. Our movement has spread a network of mis-
sionaries over the world and will soon widen its scope
and engulf the whole world. The reformation has been a
success. And the Renaissanee has showed us that there is
a Living God.

All praises belong to God only.
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OUR QUIZ FEATURE

How good is your general knowledge? Answer the

following

questions and compare your answers with those

given on the next page :

1.

10.

What is the difference between a psychologist and
a Zoologist ?

How does the filament of the electric bulb burn
without oxygen ?

How were the Himalayas formed ?

Who invented the (1) Dynamite (2) Television (3)
The Gramophone (4) Income Tax ?

By whom were (i) ultra-violet rays (ii) Bacillus of
T. B. and (iii) Vaccination discovered ?

Who were the first mountaineers to reach the top
of Mount Everest?

Who are known as the greatest poets in the follow-
ing languages : (a) Bengali (b) German (c) Persian ?
Why does the sun appear bigger at the time of rising
and setting ?

Who were Amerigo Vespucei and Christopher
Columbus ?

What is the difference between a Hurricane and a
Typhoon ?
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ANSWERS TO OUR QUIZ FEATURE

10.

The psychologist and Zoologist study man and the
lower animals but the psychologist tends to emphasise
their minds and behaviour while the zoologist
their structure and functions.

The filament of the electric bulb does not burn but
glows. Hence it requires a vacuum rather than oxygen.
The Himalayas were formed by violent crumbling
of the crust of the earth along the southern margin
of the great table-land of central Asia.

(1) Dr. Alfred Bernhard Nobel (2) John L. Baird
(3) E. Berliner (4) Marquis de Vauban.

(i) William Hyde Wollaston (ii) Robert Koch (in)
Edward Jenner.

Sherpa Tensing and Sir Edmund Hillary.

Bengali Rabindranath Tagore and Nazrul Islam.
German xoethe
Persian Saadi.

When the sun rises or sets, the degree of refrac-
tion of sun’s rays as they pass through the atmosphere
is greater than at any other time of the day,.
It is on account of the refraction that the sun
appears greater at the time of rising and setting.
Amerigo Vespucei gave his name to the land dis-
covered by Columbus. It was named Americt Terra
and is known as America to-day.  Christopher
Columbus discovered America in the year 1492. A.D.
Hurricane and typhoon are two tropical storms
that begin in the oceans near the equator. I.e.
in all the oceans except south Atlantic.  Storms
in West Indies are known as hurricanes. In China sea
and in the East Indies they are known as typhoons
whereas in the Indian ocean they are -called
cyclones.
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Ijaz-ul-Haq Qureshi B. A, Hons,

ISLAMIC CONCEPT OF NATIONALISN

Islam emerged on the surface of Arabia when the th:}lé
world was immersed in utter spiritual and social consterna-
tion. Of its manifold objects, one was to cast aside the
scgregations of cast and creed and integrate different racial
units into one Islamic entity. It declared that all those
who entered the fold of Islam became equal in status.
All the Muslims, it was asserted, constituted one nation—religion
being upheld as the basis of nationality and not racial unity.
By his personal example, the Holy Prophet (peace and bless-
ings of God be upon him) proved to the world that Adnsars
and Muhajireen were one nation, in spite of the fact that
they belonged to different tribes; whereas the Muhajireen and
Abu Jahal’s companions were not, although both of them
belonged to the same line—the Quraish. Thus according to
Islamic tenets, all the Muslims wherever they may be living
and to whatever race they may belong are one nation,

Before putting forth the econception of Islam about
nationalism, it is desirable to discuss the modern wviews about
the subject in order to form a correct appraisal of Islamic
views. Nationalism is at times used to deseribe an exaggerat-
ed sentiment of nationality bordering on aggressiveness. *‘In
Hurope,” says Zimmern, ‘““Nationality is an instinet which
has been stung into morbid and acute self-consciousness by
political oppression.”” Rabindarnath Tagore, in his essay on
Nationalism, condemns ‘‘oppressive kind of nationalism.”’ He
called it the organized self-interest of a whole people; self-
idolatory ; the organization of politics and selfish ends; an
organized power for exploitation, Nationalism, some. say, so
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eriibitters relations between countries that a systematic study
of one another’s culture and ecivilization becomes impossible,
Hayes condemns that form of nationalism which is a “proud
and boastful habit of mind about one’s own nation accompanied
by a supercilious or hostile attitude towards the nation.”

The above-mentioned aggressive kind of nationalism
which is aptly described as ‘wolf pack’ nationalism is the
breeder of war as in case of Japan, Fascist Italy and Nazi
Germany. Economic nationalism known as ‘Autarchy’ in its
extreme form, some modernists point out, aims at complete
self-sufficiency. Past years, they say, have witnessed the
spectacle of wheat burnt in Canada, apples and milk being
dumped in rivers in the United States and coffee being thrown
into the sea in Brazil while millions were starving. So
nationalism, some remark, is a curse.

Now let us consider what Islam advocates. Islam 1is

a peaceful religion. It prevents its adherents from territorial

aggrandisement. History furnishes ample evidence to the fact

that early Mushms, who strictly followed the tenets of Islam,

fought against others only when they were too much oppress-

ed and the enemy took the offensive. Thus God says in the
Holy Quran:

“Wiall ye not fight a people who have violated their

oaths and resolved the expulsion of the apostle and

who began against you for the first time? (9: 13)

In the days of pious caliphs also, this principle was
gtrictly followed and the charge laid by the European writers
that the Muslims fought for territorial aggrandisement is
false. Never did the Muslims fight for personal avarice.
The ecaliph Umar once said that he wished there were a
mountain of fire between the dominions of Muslims and that
of Byzantines and Persians so that they might not enter
the latter’s territories. In the light of this, it becomes crystal-
clear that the Muslims are to follow the path of war only
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in case of extreme urgency, otherwise they remain peace-
ful. Tslam teaches that the Muslims should not let loose
their national sentiments for undue encroachment upon others’
dominions. [t permits only redemptive kind of nationalism
whose motto is to ‘live and let live’. It strongly condemns
‘patriotic smobbery’; jingoism—pure and simple. It imparts
such a kind of national education which, if rightly used,
can serve the necessary purpose of creating a moral unity,
a common understanding of right and wrong, a community
of ideas in most matters and social intercourse amongst all
the members of a nationality.

Sinee the 10th century, the word ‘nationalism’ has been
used to mean ‘attainment of political independence.” There
has been much awakening in the Muslim world especially
in the Midle East, Far East and Africa in the present century.
Most of the Muslims of these countries have got rid of
foreion yoke and achieved the right of self-determination.
This sort of struggle is lawful because they have regained
their own lost inheritance from colonial powers. But if alter
gaining independence, they go on adopting an undue hostile
attitude against other countries, that would be un-Islamie.

So far we have dealt with political aspeets of nationalism ;
now we take the economie side. Islam teaches the Muslims to
have sympathetic feeling for mankind and doesnot allow economic
ruination of other nations at the cost of their own good.
For instance. the Quraish of Mecca were the bitterest enemies
of the Holy Prophet and Islam in the beginning and the
Holy Prophet was right in uprooting them by any means
he wished. Let us see his treatment to them. The city of
Mecea was not self-sufficient economically and usually food-
grains were imported from Yemen to meet the local re-
quirements. After the ‘Battle of Trench’, Thumama bin Uthal
(JB) o &), a chief of Yemen, accepted Islam and stopped
sending grains to Mecea in order to paralyse the Quraish
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economically. The result was utter starvation and the Quraish
requested the Holy Prophet not to stop the f{ood-grains.
Here is a point to consider! The Holy Prophet could, if
e chose, continue the economie blockade and thus bring
about the annihilation of his worst enemies. But he did
not do so, for Islam being a religion of tolerance admonishes
pood treatment even to mnon-Muslims. The Holy Prophet
ordered Thumama to revive sending food-grains to Meccea.
What a noble treatment! Thus it is manifest that unlike
inodern nationalists, who base their nationalism on disrcgard
of others, Islam does not allow autarchy. Oun the other hand,
Islam exhorts to assist the distressed even if he may not
be a Muslim. Thus if a country has fallen on evil days
but does not carry aggressive designs on Muslims it is incumbent
on the latter to retrieve that out of econcmic impasse rather
than uproot that.

Now let us take the social and cultural aspect. Islam
does not teach the Muslims to abhor altogether the ways
and ideas of other nations even if they may be good. On
the contrary, it enunciates that thé Muslims should assimilate
good wherever it may be and say that in reality it was
their possession which they had lost. Thus mutual under-
standing and cross-fertilization of culture which ecan go a
long way to the advancenierit of nations is possible within
Islam.

To put it all in a nut-shell, Islam being a perfect
religion presents true form of natienalism which is free from
malice to others. 1t does not allow such form of nationalism
which adheres only to particular territorial uhits because
Islam is a world-wide religion meant for all humanity.
Pdtriotism with strong national sentiment for enly a specific
region is foreign to Islam and, according to Allama lqbal,
it amounts to ‘kufr’ renunciation of Islam. True form of
Nationalism in Islamt means noble sentiment for the whele
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Islamic community spread over the world rather than
provocation of any sort. Moreover, taking into consideration
the general injunetions of God concerning noble treatment
even to non-Muslims, we can safely say that Islam advocates

international peace as well.

In order to avoid the sequence suggested by Franz
Grillpazer : ‘From Humanity through Nationality to Bestiality’
it is necessary for the nations of the world to develop an
imternational mind and active friendship and goodwill.
Nationalism, as interpreted under Islamic views, is not a
curse, Hayes opines : “*Nationalism when it becomes synonymous
with the purest patriotism will prove a unique blessing to
humanity and to the world.”” If the mankind 1s to guard
itself from the catastrophe which awaits it, it should replace
national exelusiveness by international imelusiveness.

‘Hence peace be within thy walls and prosperity
within thy palace!’
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Fssay Competition

The announcement of the topie for the 1964 Almanar
contest is being made earlier so as to give students, who
intend to participale, more time to prepare their essays.

Prizes of Rs. 15, Rs. 10 and Rs. 5 will be awarded for

the first three winning essays.
Winners of the contest will be announced in the next

issue of Almanar.

Topic: “Religion and Society.”

Rules : 1. The contest is open’ to all the students of T.I.
College.

2. Essays must be writfen in English and should not
be copied from any book or magazine.

3. Essays must be limited to a maximum of 1500
words. (Please count the words and indicate the
actual count at the top right-hand corner of the
first page.)

4. The contest will close on the 15th of March, 1964.

5. All entries become the property of Almanar and
cannot be returned. Winning entries will be
published in the Almanar.

6. The decision of the board of judges will be final.

7. The essays must be addressed to:

“CONTEST EDITOR - ALMANAR"

The ex-students of the college are allowed to participate

but no prize will be awarded to them.
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